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| bas 1 OF THE | 135 


Committee FN o 3 


Was ſatisfyd by the Accounts we had before the Report was publiſh'd, that | 
it would be Voluminous, from the great Number of Papers which were laid | 1 
before the Committee, and the abundant Matter that muſt neceſſarily be : 
found in it on the Subjects of their Enquiries, the Male and Treacherous | 
Adminiſtration of the late Managers. And being ſenſible, that ſome Men out | ( 
of a Narrow Spirit would not Purchaſe the Report at large; that others out of 8 
Indolence would not read it over ſo exactly as it ought to be Read; and others 
out of Incapacity or Diſaffection would make a wrong Judgment of Things, that | 
requir d ſome Time to be well appriz'd of, I reſolv d to give the World a fair and 
ſhore Repreſentacion of the Matter, with ſuch Obſervations as fell naturally from 
£3 the Subject; that every Body might readily and eaſily inform themſelves of what | ; 
| it is ſo neceſſary they ſhou'd know, how we were Abus'd and Betray'd by the | | 
diſplaced Miniſters. I never doubted but that the late bleſſed Treaty of Peace i, 
was Clandeſtine and Separate, from the Beginning; and it now appears to be ſo . 
with a Vengeance; tho' ar firſt the Minifers pretended to make ſome ſort of | 
Communication of ic to the States. General by the Secretary St. Fohn's Letter to the 
; Lord Raby of the 27th of April, to accompany the Propoſitions Monfieur de Torcy 
5 ſent from France, dated the 22d of the ſame Month; of which I muſt obſerve, |; 
2 that the French Miniſter himſelf Anfwers the Charge made by the late Managers | 
5 ä againſt the Durch, That they offer'd to treat privately and ſeparately with France; | 
\| and this they ſaid to excuſe their own doing ic, as if they had done no more 
| chan the Dutch did before them, and were ready to do again. M. de Torcy on 
the contrary ſays in his French Propoſitions, After the Experience the King has made of 
thoſe who now om the Republick of Holland, and of their Induſtry to render the Ne- 
 gotiations fraitleſs, be « willing for the Publick Good to Addreſs to tbe Engliſh Nation. 
Here the French King declares the Dutch Miniſters to be faithful and firm to the 
1 Common Cauſe; and far from hearkning to any Terms Separately from their Confe- 
| derates,'they were always induſtrious in their Endeavours to carry on the War to re- 
duce the Exorbitant Power of France. This Teſtimony is the ſtrongeſt that can be 
to prove the Honeſty and Sincerity of the Dutch, and that they never did, and never 
would have enter'd into any Separate Negotiation, or any one at all in favour of 
France, had they not been fore'd to it by our Miniſters. And why did not his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty think fit to Addreſs ro England before, when he had 
found the Dutch ſo ſteady in the Proſecution of that Fuf and Neceſſary War? We 
ſhall” fee That in che Courſe of theſe Obſervations '; which will ſhew, chat 
he did it as ſoon as Men were employ'd in the Miniffry in England, whoſe Cha- 
racters and Intereſts wete ſuch, as he doubted not would diſpoſe them to do any 
thing for his own Intereſt, on which theirs fo much depended. Theſe Propoſitions 
of Mr. de Torcy were ſo looſe and general, that had not the French King been ſure 
our Miniſters wanted only to be ask d, and he might have what he wou d of them, 
he wou'd never have ventur'd to have impos'd ſuch Stuff on them. He does not 
there offer⸗to own the Queens Title, - the Right of the Proreſtant * 


I will nat make farther uſe o 


— 


al 2 1 | 3 
He does not ſpeak a word of the Spaniſh Monarchy in favour of the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria; but in the IVth Article takes it for granted, that his Grandſon. King. Philip 
is to remain King of Spain, He offers indeed to treat jointly with the Dutch, 
but that was becauſe he cou'd not imagine the late Miniſters wou'd betray their 
Country ſo far as to abandon Allies whoſe Intereſts their Sovereign declar'd inſe- 
perable {bm ber own: Bur as ill ag he thought of their Abilities and Integrity, 
he was wiſtaken; for we ſhall find that it came from our Miniſters to have a 
Clandeſtine and Separate Treaty, that we inſiſted that it ſhou'd be ſuch a one, be- 
fore France durſt preſume to mention it: For Prior was order'd to enter into an 
Engagement with the French Miniſters, that the Secret ſhould be inviolably kept; 
and ſo indeed ic was, for notwithſtanding the Queen had, as the Lord Raby ſays, 
aſſur d the Dutch,” and by himſelf too, that She wou'd make no Step towards a Peace, 
but in Concert with them; yet did they never hear one word more of the Matter 
from our Miniſters, till Meſnager's Seven Preliminary Articles, from which our 
Court, and the French Court, wou'd never depart, were concluded five Months 
after. Now I deſire leave to demand of any Man in Great Britain, whether this 
is not only a notorious Breach of the Promiſe the Miniſters had made the Dutch 
by the Lord Raby ; but what is worſe, a moſt ſcandalous and fatal Infraction of 
the Eighth Article of the Grand Alliance, That neither of the Allies ſhall treat of 
Peace with the Enemy, but in Conjun&iom and Communication with the other. This 
therefore is an unqueſtionable Breach of the moſt Solemn Treaty, and a Falſifica- 
tion of her Majeſty's Royal Word, which were attended with the moſt de- 
ſtrutive Conſequences, ſuch as all the Confederates have felt, and are {till feg]- 
ing. And what the Adviſers and Actors of ſuch an Infamous and Ruinous Tregty 
are Guilty of, and Deſerve, let every Man of common Senſe and common Ho- 
neſty determine. How Plumb thoſe Miniſters fell into this wicked Negotiation, 
may be ſeen by what the Lord Raby wrote to the Secretary St. Fohn,, You may be 
ſure, ſays he, I will venture any thing, and undertake any thing; you',may vruture 
boldly to truſt me with the real Intentions, God have mercy ! This is ſomething; 
like, Iwill not ask whether this Peace be agreeable to the Queen's Trextigs, or 


Her Allies; I will not enquice into the Advantages that will accrue to France, b 


it; I will not boggle at the Addreſſes of the Parliament againſt it. No, I will do 
any thing, and undertake any thing ; and if you tell me what you will have dane, 

- it than you will have me, than according to my Tnftrigdti: 
ons. "Diſpoſe of me how you pleaſe, all my deſire is to ſerve to Sati faction, aud het 
newer grudge any Danger and Pains. What Danger cou'd there be in exeguting Or- 
ders for the good of our Country? Tis plain his Lordſhip did believe: the Secreta- 
ries real Intentions were quite contrary, and there would be Danger in following 
his Inſtruction but he would notwithſtanding Lo thorough-{titcch. And for what 


Torn toll him; 1 727 bad defign'd to give him the Peerage be dſir'd> | Nothing 
or nothing. Tis in Anſwer to this Letter of the Secretary, that the Ne E 
that was to be, gives himſelf, as one may, ſay, Body. and Soul to the la 3 


Earldow, and did no doubt know Mr. St. Fobn's real Intention. I think this i 
vent ur ing and undertaking. any thing with a Witneſs. Tho Monſicur de Toxcy bad 


above the Character of a Letter-Carrier had been in England, Howeyer,..th the 


* 


Prior was the firſt Agent of the Peacę that was em- 


- 
- 


[3] 


they ſaid was f abſolute Neceſſity. Pray let every honeſt Reader take ſpecial no- 
tice of this; fo 

cious and Seditious to imagine there was a ſeparate Treaty, and by the then Lord 
Treaſurer, that ſuch a Treaty would be Feolifh, Kunwiſh, and Villainous. We have 
now ſeen, that there not only was ſuch a one, but that our Mini ter wou'd have it 
fo, after the French had offer d firſt to treat jenny with the Dutch, & #7. and chen 


inſiſted upon it, to determine in the Preliminaries divers Arficks which scgurded the 


Intereſt of the Allies; but our Mini fers would not it ſeems hear of it; and" they 
uſt not be angry with me, that their Prime the Treaſurer called them Fools, 


aves, and Villains for it in the Houſe of Lords. „ % Reel 


I have obſerv'd, that Mr. Prior has been ſent to Fance, and on what Errand, ; 


of which the Durch knew nothing, tho' in April, Two Months before, dur Mini- 


; ers promis d to do what they were oblig'd to do by Treaties,” every Thing in Con. | 
bert with them, And Four Months after that Promiſe Mr. Prior returns wich à very - 


fine Compliment upon his Talent by Monſieur Torq, and brings with him Mon- 
ſieur Meſnager, of which the Dutch {till knew nothing. And withbur any previous 
AHurberity of the Queen to enter into ſo treacherous, ſo diſhonourable, and rui- 
neus a Treaty, the Earl of Oxford Lord Treaſucer, the Lord Chamberlain, the 
Lord Dartmouth; Mr. St. Fobn, and Mr. Prior, give him a Meeting to treat with 
the common Enemy, without Concert, againſt the Intereſt of our Allies. Accordingly, 
the 2oth of September they met at Mr. Pribrs Houſe : And that they had not the 
Qneen's Authirity;' appears by a Letter of Secretary St. Foby te Her Majeſty, 
wherein he tells her of chis Meeting as a Piece of News, whick ſure he wou d 
have beeti better acquainted with had ſhe given Her Warrant for it, In this Lets 
ter of the Sectbtatys we have indeed an extraerdinary Piece of News, that Meſ+ 
Hajtr's Prefitniriaries wers as good as they had ever deſr'd chey ſnouid be; that 
thoſe: Terms Weæfe 15 ad vantagious for us as their own Hearts wiſh; and ns Prior 


was Order d to demand; for he ſays, They comply with every Artiele bf bis Demands 


ep! he $16 relating” te North America; Which Point, he adds, they fhowid be able to 
bo, but never did; all qur Plantations in North- Americs being left more ex- 
ges d to be deſttoy d by the French than ever they were, as is known to every Soul 
that has any the leaſt Knowledge of the Situation of our Affairs there. That 
tlivy' had no Autbority for this Metting appears further by this very Letter, where- 
In Mr. St. John deſires, poſt facto, that àa Warrant and full Powers ſhould be prepared 

them, not only to treat hut to ſign. And there is ſomething more in the fame 
Letter of che dtRof Seprembrr to the Queen; which ſhews how they xſſum d the 
Ala bor ity Roya: They take ot them to name the Pleniporentiaries themſelves t this 
Meeting. The Queen did not know who they were to be, till Ihe fhw 4 Warrant 
ſent her to Sigfg for the Lord Hurcourt töput the Great Seaton Commiſion for 
theſe Plenipotentiaries The Sectetary tells hel Majeſty that Fribi is one of chem; 
aud dhe reſt art nll thiſe ho" buve the 'Hrnout 't6 fit in pur Mufeftys Cabirier Council. 
Pius Warrdnt is:Dated the 35 thisf Styrember Three Days belord they met; ànd is 


thus ante · dated t64uſtify that Men ing. What can bs 2 plainer Prof of the 


acting on the 2oth without Her Majeſty's Authority ? Agd will any one after 
this, pretend to excuſe ever a one of thoſe Plenipo's who aſſiſted at it. But the 
Truth is, it appears, P. 7. That theſe ſecret Negotiations between France and 


the 


r that we were told afterwards from the Throne, that Twas Fa- 


$. *4 
* 


FE 


* Fl 


SY 


into a particular Examination of them: W 


3 L 41 
* the Queen's Miniſters, were begun and carry'd on from the 1 1th of April to the 
25th of September, 1711, without any Powers or written Authority from the 
Queen. So that the Treaty is the ſole Act and Deed of thoſe Minifters ; who 
are further chargeable with it after they had procur d theſe Powers, as the Adviſers 


and. Promoters of it. For Secretary St. John profeſſes in the before-mention'd Let- 
"ter, chat the accepting of, Meſnager's Articles was the wanimous Opinion of all the 
Mat the Meeting at Prior's.; who however were ſo conſcious of the Danger 
of appearing in ſo foul a. Buſineſs that they wou'd not ſign the Paper of Accepta- 


tion of - Meſnager's Preliminaries, leaving it to the Two Secretaries; nor one Paper 
of Powers and Inſtruct ion during the whole Negotiation. Thus it is plain they 
knew what they were doing, and reſolv'd from the very Beginning to ſecure 
themſelves by the 4. R. on the Top of their Papers, whether the Queen knew of 


it or not. ; | 3 in d | 24d 2351 f „NN 
The Preliminaries accepted of, occaſion'd ſuch. a Clamour that I ſhall not enter 
en they were afterwards put into the 


Offers of France at Utrecht, they were Sl) Arrogant and Injurious to Her Majeſty, 
by the Lord Halifax and other Peers in the Houſe of Lords ; and an Addreſs was 


preſented againſt them. Tis ſufficient to be abſervd, that the Demolition of Dun- 


kirk and the Aſſiento were the only Articles whithJook'd favourably for England; 
and how we were to be. bubbled in both, has appear'd ſo flagrantly ſince, that 
thoſe Two Articles are beeome a new Charge againſt the late Miniſters, by their 
ſelling our Commerce to Spain, and ſyffering,the. French King to build a ſtronger 
Harbour: within g Yards of DunBzrk. The Miniſters own that Monſieur 4 
Torey had promisd them better Things, real Securities, P. 6. but for the Love of 
Peace they will conſent to what they confeſs is none, to accept, of an Equivalent inſtead of 
Places; and they. preſs the French Court to adjuſt theſe Articles; not becauſe the 


are for the Intere of England, which was never in their Hearts, but becauſe the 
Might have nothing more to diſpute with then, and be enabled to ſerve them, un- 


der Pretence, That France had agreed to every Thing deſir'd by England, that the 


might engage the Queen to make the Concluſion of the General Peace eaſy to France, Theſe 


Scendelaus Articles were thought by France more than She needxgiye Us, we having 
expos d our ſelves by entring into ſo treacherous a Negotiation with Her; and if 
the Queen did not now do as the French King thought fit, He had it in Roy | 
* Power, by divulging the Secret, and diſcovering ſuch a notorious; Breach ot 
© National Faith, to make what Advantage he pleas'd of it among the Allies, 
«© who-muſt from this Time think themſelves diſengaged from the Queen, if they 
© could find their own Account by looking after themſelves, p. 67. . 

The Truth is, the French treated their New Friends as a Parcel of Scoundrelt, 


: 


. Vigo nable, I believe 
the Lawyers will find it very hard to cut Treaſon. out of Polzticks,.,. The Lord 


formations. For God's Sake let me know if there is any Name for this Crime 
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Ry „ 
It having been urg d, That the Durch were as willing to come into the Treaty 
as We; that they approv'd of the French Preliminaries with reſpect to themſelves, 
and were not forc'd to comply with the Queen againſt their Inclination and In- 
tereſt: Let it be remember'd, That after they were made acquainted with the 


Progreſs of the Negotiations, and Paſſports were demanded of them for French 
lenipotentiaries to come to treat of a Peace; before they would grant them they 


ent Monſieur Buys to complain of Her Majeſty Reſolutions about their Trade 


and Barrier. They did the ſame to the Lord Straford ; but Mr, St. Fobn wrote to 
him, the Queen was determin'd in Her Meaſures, ſo early as the 9th of Ofober ; and 
the 22d of November, That the Queen would not concert the Plan of the War unleſs they 
joyn with Her to open the Conferences; and the Lord Strafford, who had promis d to an- 
dertake any Thing, and venture any Thing, declar d to them, The Queen would look upon 
any Delay as a Refuſal, Thus were they bully'd out of Paſſports ; and their Intereſts, 
which were ſo Inſeparable from our own, abandon'd to the Diſcretion of Monſieur 
de Torcy, &c. and Mr. St. Fobn, &c. | 5 Mage! 

One may well imagine, That enough has been ſaid of our acting in Concert; 
however, I ſhall give one Inſtance more of it, which is a very extraordinary 
one. Two Months after Meſnager had been in England, and it was reported that 
Her Majeſty had taken Care of all the IntereFs of the Allies, a Memorial was given 


to the Abbot Gualtier, and a Letter written by Mr. St. Jobn to Monſieur de Torey, 


= 


* 
—_ 
_— 


to deſire that the Moſt Chriſtian King would explain himſelf as to Ha Intention, with 


reſpect to the Intereſt of the Allies ; for they were entirely Ignorant of thoſe very In- 
tereſts which they had aſſur d the World they had amply provided for. And in the 
ſame Letter, Mr. St. Jobn tells the French Secretary, That if he would let the 
Queen know thoſe His Majeſty's Intentions, p. 8. She would never communicate it 
to Her Allies; to whom Her Majeſty was bound to communicate all fuch Tranſ- 


actions, and to do every Thing in Conjunction, and by Communication with them, 


as has been ſufficiently prov'd — 515 
In the Anſwer to Mr, St. Johns Memorial, far from taking Care of the Interefs 
of the Allies, the ra nope is ſtripp'd of all his Dominions in Italy, and nothing is 
ſaid of the Netherlands, &c. Yet this Declaration is receivd with great Satisfacti- 
on. Mr. St. Jabn writing to Monſieur de Torcy, That it was neceſſary all thoſe thut 
wiſh'd well to the Peace ſhould mutually: help one another, and endeavour to finiſh the Treaty 
ſo ſoon as not to be expo d to another Campaign, p. 1. Monſieur de Torcy muſt Help 
him, and He muſt Help Monſieur ds Torcy, while the Earl of Srrafford is venturing 
and undertaking every Thing to force the Confederates into the Meaſures the French 
and Engliſh Miniſters are helping ove another to Accompliſh. 55 FIT 


„ 


Tho Mr. Prior was, in his private Inſtructions, to be very careful to get fall. 


Powers from the King of Spain, yer the Biſhop of Briſtol, and the Earl of Straf- 
ford, in their Inſtructions as Plenipotent iaries at Utrecht, p. 9. are enjoyn'd to in 
publieblytbat Spain and the Weſt-Indies ſhowld not be allotted to any Branch of rhe Houſe 


of Bourbon, notwithſtanding this Point had been given up privately Six Months 


before. 5 | n 
At the ſame Time that the Earl of Strafford was inſulting the States, Monfieur 


Gualtier aſſures our Miniſters that His Maſter's principal Order to His Plenipotemtiarits | 


when they ſet out for Utrecht, was to eftabliſh a ſtridt Intimacy between them, aud the 
Miniſters of the Queen of Great-Britain, p. Ibid. * n ns, + 

I have obſetv'd more than once, what was the Earl of Straffords Conduct in 
Holland. I muſt obſerve further, That upon the Freneb Miniſters delivering in 
their firſt Offers ar Utreebt, and thoſe of the Allies receiving them with Indignati- 


on, he writes chat the French wiſh they had offer d to Demoliſh St. Venant, 5 10. 
Inti- 


But our Miniſters far from requiring ſuch an Article, continu'd their fer 

macy on the old Plan, and would not let che French do ſo much for the Allies as 
they themſelves were willing to do to haſten the Peace. The Earl adds, he had 
preſs'd the French Pleuipotentiaries to be as ample as they could in their Explicatien, 
not to ſerve the Intereſts of the Confederates ; not for the Honour of his Miſtreſs, 


who had bound her ſelf, and promis d again and again to Support them; not 


that he deſir'd they ſhould do what they faid; but to ſtop the Mouths of the 
Whigs, who raid at their Offers in England, and amuſe the Engliſh, and all-the 
Allien. His Words are, To ſtrike the Minds of Untbinking People, and make ſome Work 


for Reflection for the Fattion, p. Did. By Unthinking People his Lordſhip does not 


mean Fools, but thoſe that could not think it was poſſible that this Nation could 
produce a Set of Men, who after ſuch an Immenſe Loſs of BlooWnd Treaſure, 


would enter into a ſtrict Intimacy with = French, to deſtroy all the good Effects of 
| it, 
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- je, and put the Affairs of the Confederacy upon 2 Worſe Foot than they were after 


the Peace of Ryſwick. | =” 

We all remember what Pains were taken to procure 2 Houſe of Commons that 
would do the Work of the then Managers; what Tumults; what Riots ; what 
Bribery ; what Partiality of Returning Officers : Yet that — Houſe of Com- 


mons were ſhock'd at the Proceedings of thoſe Managers, till by ſome Means or 


other they were perfectly ſecur d to the Queen's Intereſt, as the Secretary writes to the 


Plenipotentiaries ; and adds, He thinks he may ſay they are ſo nw. Tho' this Ma- 
nagement could not but be very grateful to the French Court, yet to ſecure the 
Houſe of Commons was not thought ſufficient in France, unleſs the Houſe of Lords 
was as perfectly ſecur d alſo, Therefore Monſieur de Torcy ſays, by Abbot Gualtier, 
p. 10. The King of France aſſw'd himſelf, that thoſe who now manage with ſo much 
Capacity the Affairs of the Queen of Great-Britain, know how to curb the Paſſim of the 
Turbulent Party in the other Houſe. The ſureſt Way to cheat a Man, is to flatter 
him on his Cunning; and this Method was practis'd by the French with reſpect to 
the late Miniſters. Prior is extoll'd for his Talents, St. Fohn for his Genius and Vi- 
wacity ; tho the French were all the while making the greateſt Fools of them that 
ever Men were made. The Hint of curbing the Turbulent Party in the Houſe of 
Lords, which came from the French King, was follow'd by making a whole Do- 
zen of Peers in a Morning, and was a Proceeding worthy the Maxims of the 
Prince that hinted it. | 

Mr. Harley, another Man of Talents, is ſent over to meet Mr. Gualtier at 
Utrecht, and to carry the Queen's firſt Inſtruct iuns, in Expectation of which, the 


_ Britiſh Plenipotentiaries are at a Stop. In the mean Time, a Conference is held 


between the Mini ters of the Allies, at which they were to produce their De- 
mands. All of them inſiſted on the reſtoring Spain and rhe Indies to the Houſe of 
Auſtria except the Britiſh, whoſe Inſtructions we have ſpoken of before. They 
did not at this Conference make the leaſt mention of it ; which they themſelves 


thought ſo very Offenſive, that to take off this Odium, the Biſhop of Briſtol 


own'd Her Majeſty inſiſted on a juſt and reaſonable Satisfaction for all Her Allies, &c. 
And to excuſe his giving a kind of a Hint of Spain, the Two Plenipotentiaries 


e hope, in their Letter of the 6th of March, 1711-12, That it will not be 
3 


taken ill, becauſe Puſt and Reaſonable does not import any New Obligation. I mention 


this, for that the Terms Fuſt and Reaſonable were always made uſe of when the 


Satisfaction for the Allies was touch'd upon; as Safe and Honourable, was us'd when 
the Peace was ſpoken of ; and both, as the Plenipo's obſerve, to ſignify nothing. 
Indeed all the Formality of treating at Utrecht was Grimace, and the Biſhop and 
Earl ſay as much in their Letter, p. 11. The French Plenipotentiaries ſay they knew 


| ell, their Buſineſs was not to be done at Utrecht, but by a Nepotiation carry d on direct- 


ly betwixt London and Verſailles. Which is another Inſtance of our Acting in 
Concert, and providing for the Intereſts of our Allies, The Truth is, every Step of 
that Negotiation was falſe and affected, as it concern d Us and the Confede- 


racy. 
A few Days after Harley and Gualtier arrive at Utrecht, the French Plenipotentia- 


ries communicate to the Biſhop and Earl a Plan for a General Peace, under the High- 
eſt Obligations of Secrecy, The Britiſh Plenipo's take it as a general Mark of Con- 
fidence France had in them, and promiſe according to the Sacred Laws of Concert, 


that the Allies ſhall not know a Word of it, p. 11. The good Men go ſo far as to 
ſend it to the Secretary with the ſame Caution, tho? it had been firſt agreed upon 
in England, and ſent by Harley to Utrecht, and fo by Gualtier to France. No Com- 
munication of this Plan was made to the States, tho' their Interefts, and the In- 


tereſts of all the Allies were ſettled by it. Mr. Harley is order d to let drop the 


Offer of 15 per Cent on Briziſh Manufactures, one of the Bribes to England to 
come into this Deſtruftive Peace. But tho' it was owing entirely to the Inſince- 
Tity of France, Yet tus to be dome in ſuch a Manner as to render this conſtrain d Conceſſion 


"of the Queen: a Means of bringing the Dutch to Reaſon, and to a Compliance with Her 


Majeſty's Meaſures, p. 12. which they had no Knowledge of. The French Mini- 
ſters all this while ſuſpended the Conferences, by refuſing to anſwer the Demands of 
the Allies; and the Earl of Strafford: being ſent for to England, he who was to venture 
and undertake anyThing, has freſh Inſtructions, wherein he is order'd to tell the Dutch 
when he gets to Holland again, That unleſs they come immediately into the Queen's 
Meaſures, and acted openly and ſincerely, She would look upon Her Self to be under no Obli- 
gation whatſoagfer to them. Tis to be queſtion'd whether this adventurous Enter- 
LEED . | Fe: | _ prizing 


E 
ptizing Plenipo knew much more of the Matter, than that the Durch knew n6- 
thing of it at all; yet he boldly undertakes this Meſſage, and makes this Sort of 
renouncing our Alliance with the Dutch, hefore ever we had come to a Conclu- 
ſion of any Treaty with France, no, not that of a Ceſſation of Arms. This Decla- 
ration was to prepare the Way for the Latter to be introduced by a Deſertion 
from the Army of the Allies, which was the Part the Duke Ormond was to Act 
in this Honourable Affair. e W 
I ſhall now treat of the above-mentioned Ceſſation of Arms, and the Renuncia- 
tion of King Philip of the Crown of France, & c. The Monarctiy of Spain was 
all along promis d to be reſtor'd to the Houſe of Auſtria in the Publick Acts of 
our Court; in the Private Ones with France, the Treaty had been a Foot almoſt 
a Twelvemonth before our Miniſters ſaid a Syllable of it; and then inſtead of 
taking Spain and the Weſt-Indies from the Houſe of Bourbon, they only demand às 
a ſolid Security for the Balance of Power, and the Liberties of Europe, that the Two 
Monarchies of France and Spain ſhould be never united, and deſired no other Se- 
curity for that Demand but King Philip's Renunciation. This Expedient was the 
Invention of the late Managers ; and they. were not acquainted with the Senſe of 
either France or Spain upon it. When they flarted it in their Anſwer to a Memorial 
brought by Monſieur Gualtier, the 23d of March, 1711. Monſieur Torcy declares 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms, That ſuch a Renunciation would ſignify nothing, as being Null 
by the Laws of France. And St. Fobn ſays in Anſwer to it, We are ready to ; Hrs 
you are perſuaded in France that God alone can aboliſh the Law upon which your Right of 
Succeſſion is founded, Yet does he inſiſt upon it as a Solid Foundation, and threatens 
that a Stop will be put to the Negotiations of Peace, unleſs that Expedient, which 
was the Queen's own Propoſal, be accepted of, or ſomething equally Solid, P. 13. 
Something of the Solidity of a Thing, which whoever ſhould accept of it would 
decei ve themſelves to receive it as 4 ſufficient Expedient to prevent the Union of the Two 
Crowns, as Monſieur de Torcy ſaid himſelf. Yet did our Miniſters puſh on this Re- 
nunciation as if it had been the moſt Solid Buſineſs that could be invented; tho 
the French King, as honeſt a Man as his Grandſon, had broken Twenty Renunciations 
already to the ſame Purpoſe ; and Mr. St. Fobn had fair Warning given him, that 
all the Renunciations then demanded would be ſerved in the ſame Manner. With 
much ado, and after ſeveral Letters had paſt from one Secretary to another on this 
Subject, the Frenchman comes into Mr. St. Fobn's Expedient ; and it is agreed be- 
tween them, that King Philip for the ſake f Peace ſhall do a Thing, which when 
done, would be of no manner of fignification. If he would not renounce, he muſt 
quit Spain and accept of the Duke of Savoy's Territories, who in ſuch Caſe was 
to have the Spaniſh Monarchy, The Emperor, for whom we had been fighting Ten 
Years, is not ſo much as nam'd even in this Fooliſh, Impertinent Scheme, wor- 
thy the wiſe Head that made it, for cou'd the Secretary have any doubt that Phi- 
lip wou'd not give him a Renunciation, rather than part with Spain and the Indies? 
I really believe he would have given it him for a Windmill, the Portion of Spain 
he denied the Allies before he had been beaten by them. While Torcy is laughing 
at St. John's ridiculous Expedient, the latter is very gravely inſiſting upon it; but 
before he ſhall be ſure of this good-for-nothing Security, this ſandy Solidity, he 
muſt be brought to conſent to 4 Ceſſation of Arms; for it would be very unbappy, ſays 
Torcy, when he tells him the French King had at laſt agreed to that notable Alter- 
native, if any Event during the Campaign ſhould fall out to diſturb the good Diſpoſitions 
that are ſeen at preſent for «Fobliſhing the Publick Repoſe ; that is, if his'Mafter's Army 
ſhou'd be well bang'd again ; for it cou'd not enter into their Thoughts to beac 
ehe Allies; in ſuch Caſe the Emperor and the Dutch wou'd be ſure not to come in- 
to the Queen's Meaſures, but do their own Buſineſs themſelves. © We ſhall find that 
our Court took effectual care, thanks to the Duke of Ormond, to hinder any 
ſuch unhappy Event as the French Secretary ſpeaks of. Aſſoon as ever Secretary 
St. Jobn had got the Promiſe only of this his ſolid Security, he ſent Orders to our 
Plenipo's to declare to the Dutch, That the Queen was now under no further Obligations 
| whatſoever to them. | | „ e, 70 0 e n l 
There was but one Expedient which could have made this Renunciation- any 
tolerable Security, and that was by 4 general Guaranty of all the Confederates. This 
was render'd impracticable by our Uſage of them, their Jealouſies of us, and the 
little confidence they had in us: But if that Security could have been made better 
than it was, our Miniſters wou'd not have had it. For the Britiſh Plenipotentiaries ſug- 
geſting to the Secretary St. John, upon ſome Diſcourſe with the 8 
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Uxebles at Utrecht, that it wou'd be proper for Philip to renounce alſo the Regency of 


France; that good Man did not ſo much as niention it, for fear of obſtructing the 


Negotiations : For France he knew wou'd give em nothing more than the uſeleſs 


Words ſhe had promis'd them. 


The Secretary did not manage this Affair wholly by himſelf ; the Treaſurer wrote 
alſo to Torcy about it, and had done it oftner, had it not been for his Sore Eyes; 
which the Frenchman no ſooner heard of, but it grieves him to the Soul, and he 
earneſtly prays he may ſoon recover: I being very important, ſays the Frenchman, 
that thoſe who like Mr. St. John and Him had had the principal Share in the Work of the 
Peace, ſhould have the Glory of finiſhing it. And may they, Oh Righteous Heaven 
have alſo the Reward ! . CES e 

I have alſo hinted, that immediately upon the Receipt of Monſieur de Torcy's 
Letter with the French King's Promiſe to get the Renunciation from his Grandſon, 
the Britiſh General is taken in to a& his Part ; and Orders are ſent him by Mr. Se- 
cretary to avoid engaging in a Siege, or haxarding a Battel. Which Orders that Popu- 
lar Duke obey'd without Heſitation, and with as much Satisfaction as if it had 
been to have march'd to Paris. But thoſe Orders arg to be diſgais'd ; the General is 
to deal doubly with the Generals of the Confederate Army, to prevent their taking 
any certain and effectual Meaſures for the good Operations of the Campaign. At 
the ſame time that they are to be kept from the Allies they are communicated to 
the French; and St. Jobn writes to Prior, to value himſelf upon it to Monſieur de 
Torey: I will not ſay that this Order ſav'd the French Army from being beat, bat 1 think 
in my Conſcience that it did. | | | 3 
The next Thing we find this worthy Secretary correſponding with the French 
Miniſter about, is, What a Sort of Speech the Queen ſhou'd make to the Parlia- 
ment, to whom ſhe had promis'd to communicate the Terms of Peace. True it was, 
choſe Terms were then nor ſettled ; any more than they were at firſt by Prior and 
Meſnager, and the Nation having declar'd their Abhorrence of them, ic was ne- 
ceſſary they ſhould be well gloſs'd upon to paſs even in that High Church Parlia- 
ment. So St. Jobs ſends Heads of the intended Speech to Torcy ; and further De- 
mands about our Trade to North- America, Dunkirk, &c. Thus we ſee that the fa- 
mous Speech which opened the Articles of Peace, was in ſome meaſure dictated 
by the French themſelves. Tho' we. had been told a Hundred Times that our Trade 


was provided for, yet by this Scheme the diſcuſſing of it was now poſtpon'd ; and 


Mr. St. Jobs having demanded, to colour the Matter the better, that the Dutch 
ſhould put a Gariſon into Cembray, for a Suſpenſion of Arms, Torcy abſolutely de- 
nies it, and inſiſts upon it with a very high Tone, that we ſhould without delay 
procure a Ceſſation of Arms, General or Particular. He is ſurpriz d to hear a Word 


ſaid in favour of the Dutch, which was only a Feint ro amule the Parliament; and 


deſires that the Negotiations might be carry'd on as they were begun, with an entire 
Confidence in one another, po the Bona Fide, to uſe his own Words. *Tis ne- 
ceſſary, adds he, the Queen ſhould baniſh all diſtruſt, and repoſe an entire Confidence in his 
Majeſty, without inſiſting on Demands, which may ſerve only to create Fealouſies. If any 
the leaſt Thing was ask'd for our ſelves, or our Confederates, the French King grew 
jealous immediately : And how did our Miniſters behave themſelves to get him 
out of ſuch Firs ?- Why they did what he would have them. Accordingly, Mr. 
St. Fobn writes to Mr. de Torcy, the Day the Queen made her Peace Speech, that her 
Majeſty would not defer going to the Parliament, and ſaying what he had inti- 
mated before, tho the King of France had not anſwered Her Demands, which 
were trivial enough God-wor, after the Propoſal about Cambray was rejected and 


given up: But if Monſieur de Torcy will get thoſe Demands agreed to, chiefly 


about delivering up Dunkirk, and in the manner we had it deliver'd to us; if he 
wou'd himſelf give the Duke of Ormond an Account of it, they would then throw 
off the Mask. And P. 17. Thenceforth openly joyn with France, and give Law to 
thoſe who would not ſubmit to their Conditions. He makes. uſe of the Epithets juft and 
reaſonable ; but I have ſhewn already, and it is ſufficiently known, that thoſe Epi- 
thets, as made uſe of by the late Miniſters, meant either nothing or the quite con- 
trar 7. | 43 | 10-9 
We will not lay all the Load on this Honeſt Secretary, let others have a ſhare of 
it; and let the Reader take it along with him, that whatever it is to execute Or- 
ders, to adviſe them is cognizable and puniſhable by the Laws and Practice of 
England. The Earl of Strafford complaining to this Secretary of the Backwardneſs 
of the Dutch to come into the Queen : Peace, an excellent Phraſe they had found 
: X X | Out 


dlaring a Ceſatjon of Arms ſo early as April, 2712. and upon th 


| 1 583 
out £0 guard it from the RefleRions and Curſes of. the People, adviſes the de⸗ 
ee groundleG Allega- 


Rt ©5361 vor, e „55 af! 
be French are bete, poſted than we are; their Aitny is fronger © the Inipetialifis wilt 
not came up till June; and we ſpall get by this Ceſſation. I am ſatisfy d chere is not 
one Reader in a thouſand ſo little acquainted with the Poſture'of Affairs at that 
Juncture, but he can tell what Judgment to make of the Sincerity and Merit of 
this Advice. ö dh | 1515, 484 Hagen 


The Ceſſation however did not take Effe& till the Renanciation was ſettled and 


then the Secretary writes to the Duke of Ormond, That if be received an account 


from M. de Torcy, that the Queen . Demands about Dunkirk, and the Renunciation 


were anſwer'd, he was ta oum be con d act no longer again## France. The Account is 


/ 


to come from the French Court; and that Court thought themſelves ſo ſure of us, 
that they ſent it Unſign d, as the Duke owns in his Conducł: They did not care 
how they dealt by our late Miniſters and Generals; they were not Ignorant that 
they had done what they could not Anſwer, and ſo made em go on doing till 
they had got their Ends by them. J 8 
It is a Maxim in Law, That no Heaker Obligation can diſoblige A Stronger; and 
it is the ſame in good Paliticks. Now the Duke of Ormond being enjoin d by his 
Inſtruct ions; Sign d by the 2ncen her Self, to Concert the Meaſures for Action with 
the : Confederate Generals, and to carry on the War with Vigour ; let any one judge 
whether his Grace was diſcharged from his. firſt Inſtruct ion, Sign'd by the Queen 


Her Self, by Letters from Secretary St. Fobn. Tis true, thoſe Iuſtruſt ions did order 


/ 


1be German Troops are all arriv d, that they may have their ſhare, i there is to be an 


him to Correſpond with the Secretary, and ſo is every one order d to do who is 
ſent abroad by the State: That Correſpondence impſhes only the giving and 
receiving Advice, and not Orders for Ad ion or Non. Action. e 


St. Fobn preſently breaks in upon his Miſtreſs's Inſtruct ions, and inſtead ofmecr. | 
ing Prince Eugene, and acting in Concert with him, as thoſe I=/ru@jons enjoyns 3 


this hopeful Secretary, in the firſt Letter we meet with of his to the Duke, and 
before he knew whether Philip would favour him with his Inſignificant Renuncia- 
eion or not, writes to our General to be jealows of Prince Eugene, to be cautions of en. 
gaging in Action; and for fear his Grace ſhould not tell how to carty himiſelf on 

uch an Occaſion, he puts an Excuſe into his Mouth, Ton may pretend to wait till 


| Action, p. 18. 5 | 


and ſo Secret, that not all the Miniſters i 
and therefore the General in this Letter at 


The Duke acts an extraordinary Part iti what follows: He owns Je 1 eu 
Joyw'd to Talg the Wa with Vigour, bur bapes to have a Mielſenger before the Armies 
are form d. And what can he hope for by this Meſſenger, but a contra Order 
not to Act; which having receivd afterwards, he writes two Letters to the Se 


retary,, one to be. ſeen by himſelf only, and another to ſhew to all the World. 


In the former, he ſays, He. ill keep the Order be dus, nbt to engage in a Steve or Batrel 
Secret; be 1 andea von- to hinder its being fuſpectel 1 be will oppoſe all Propoſals — 
ſhou'd be made for undertaking any thing, , In the latter, he on the contrary values 


. - . 


himſelf on tbe good Condition of the Britiſn "Troops, which mutt convince all the Allier 


o 


bow groundleſs the Complaints are, that baue hen made of dur Backwatdneſ5. * Oh my 


God] Is not to refuſe engaging in a Siege or Bactel, to oppoſe all Propoſals for 


ut thoſe, Orders are to Be Lebt ſetres, 
England muſt know any thi 8 
Enemy to a Battel, we. ſhall not decline it. Let had he Orders in his Pocket to en 
gage in no Battel nor Siege. What. is Honour, what is Conſcience, if theſe Things 
and thoſe are reconcileable? Tho' the Allie were to know nothing of thoſe Se. 
.cres Orders, Marſhal Villars had timely Notice of them; and writing to the Duks 


:yndertaking any thing, to be backward ?. Þ 
ach, 7 we ut e eren, 


of Ormond, after. having complimented his Grace on his Yaloar, he tells him, 
they were to be no longer Enemies. Theſe Frenchmen perry the particular Foibls 


vf erery one of our lax Menegw's, and what each pied Hinſelt' of Boltſne- 
ver fail'd to flatter and coax them on thole ] leads. + T 


Grace has an Encomium on his Valowr, So that one may yery well ſay the 


Engliſu Miniſters, conſidering what they were doing for Themſelves and 'rhivic | 


Death by t je Trench. 2 eon 2281 1 


Country, were tickled:eo, 


I do not enter into the Detail of his'Grace's" refuſing to fight Inh, when, 
-as' St. Jobn ſaid, He beliew'd in his + he might have beat him ; becauſe — 


| 4 : eads. Thus they begin with extol- 
ling Sr. Fobn's Vivacity,' Harley's Capacity, Prior's Genius, and in this Letter his 
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a moſt melancholy Affair; the Whole gf out Rinn and Inſamy turn du upon is; 
and it is too well known to admit of being further expatiated upon; only I 


find that he gave early Advice to the Mareſehal, That the Motion the Confederate 
Army made, was only for Subſiſtance, and that he need be under no Apprebenſbm at their 
Aarch; .which was to give the Enemy Intelligence of the'Motistis of the Army 
of the Allies before he talk d of leaving them. He afterwards gives him In fro 
mation that the Generals of the Auxiliaries paid by the Queen wouliſ not Jeave Princh 
Eugene. Tho? the Account He received from Monſieur de Torcy, which was ſent 
him by Villars, had no Name to it; tho' there were'ſeveral Alterations in the 
Anſwer to the Queen's Demands, which his Grace had no Notice of; yet didi he 
remain in a. State of TIna&ion, while the Army of the Allies beſieg d Queſnoy:; 
ind the Anſwer ſent him by Torcy and Villars, not being agreeable co the Scheme 
e-was.inform'd of, and as he was 0 declare a Ceſſation, had it been comply'd 
with, doubtleſs his Grace might, without breaking Sr. Tobns Order, have follow't 
Her Majeſty's ; but he choſe rather to let the Confederates act againſt Trance 
by themſelves, and wait till St. Jobn had given him new Orders to deſert 
The Auxiliaries refuſing to abandon the Army of the Allien to the Mercy of 
their Mercileſs Enemies, puzzled our Court a little. But we were ſo mad after 
this wad. Peace, that no Afronts, no Baulks, had any Effect on us; and the Secre- 
tary writes to Torcy, Her Majeſty bas taken a firm and unalterable Reſolution," ubt o 
yield to any Difficulties, You muſt know that by Difficulties are always meant in 
the Style of the late Miniſters, Memorials of the Injuftice and Teacher) of their 
Negotiations; Refuſals of the French to do what they promis d at firſt' for Us and our 
Allies; Repreſentations of Parliament againſt the Arrogance ànd Abuſes of the French 
Mini#ters z and in ſhort, every thing Juſt and Reaſonable to put a Stop to our 
De#try&ign by that Infamous Treaty. In this Letter of St. John to Torcy, he 
ives him Intelligence, That if the Britiſh Troops leave the Allies, they were 
10 poor they could not pay the Auxiliaries. He begs him to get the Renunciation, 
and an Order for the Delivery of Dunkirk : And what is the moſt unparallebd 
Inſtance of à Scandalous and Traiterous Conduct, he deſires Torcy, the Miniſter 
of a Prince ſtill an Enemy to his Miſtreſs, p. 22. 7% ſent an Expreſs to the Duke of 
Ocmpnd, that be way know! boip 19 veguate bis Condit. A: Copy of this Lorter-did 
he encloſe in one to his Grace; and adds by way of Poſtſcript,” I need not cautibs 
your Grace that the inclos d | for Monſieur de Torcy is fit to fall under the Eye of no Perſon 
aubatſoecier but. your Grace, who it ſeems had full Communication of. the Secret, 
and did not act with ſuch blind Obedience to the Secretary Orders às ſome ima- 
ine. iq 1 2 * ' 55 7 5 5 5 255 "ID . PEO 25 2 TT * 4 */ 1 A * 31. 
, I is to be obſerved chat the Motion of the Ceſſation, and all the irregular Steps 
in.theſe, Negotiations,, came firſt from England. This Ceffation was a moſt flagranc 
Separate. Treaty; yet is Frence very importunate with ouf Court about it, eo deſeit 
our Allies, and, only, leave em time to ſubmit to tlie Conditions chat ſhall be 
agreed on for them between Franc and England; all which was comply'd with 
on our Part as ſoon às an Order came for ſome” of our Troops to be admitted 
to kecp Company with ſome of the French Kings in Dun kit. 
Upqn the Duke of Ormond'ss leaying the Confederate Army, the Marsſchal 4 
Fillers Jenes Bis Grace will give him Information, whar Generals und inbat Troops 
would ſtay, with him, that knowing the Strength of the Allies, he might fighe 
them, uf bas Army had a great deſire to do, now the Bririſih Forces were not with. 
their Confegerates. The Doke loes nor reſent the Mareſchal's defiring ſuch an 
ungenerous Action, not to ſay worſe, but ſays in Anſwer, „He ſhould be glad 
5: he con d. give him all the Inſight he deſites, which he ſhou d be capable of do- 
ing the naxt. Day. And, accordingly be did it, and ſends Villa ap Account, 
what Troops he had left 1 with the Confederaro Atmy, what 9 — with him; 
* that he had drawn off all the Britiſh Axti ee acquainted Prinde Eugeno, 
he cond give, apa e ance; Ag alſo, ehät the Pa) bf the Poteign Troops 
£ was aphandche- Emperor and the be cl der fapport the re e, 
7 is before Ceſſation uf 
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be adding, Ptrpſt, Sir, to oa good Faith“ And all t 6 

Ane: was deg 10 l 1100 ill not beaf Reflection. Vllart is nit ſatisfy d in 

his Letter, to ſay they are no longer Le tes, but Exa erates and tells the Duke, 
He looks up him s en Ally 5 the Gele he yet W 
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What muſt have been the Conſequence of che Duke's carrying off all che. Eq: 
teignets in Britiſh Pay with, him, as was expected by France, and promigd. by 
England? What might not Villars have. dong with Prince. Eugene firſt, and wit! 
the Duke himſelf afterwards z for to truſt to French Faith is fuch a Jeſt, as to $3k 
Piey from the Man that ſuffers byiit „eng ic. Gr 12 e — 8 5 
Tue Earl of Straffrd, who is e admirable. a Politiciaty that he. frgtendeꝗ 
to have more Wit than the Duke of Or mond, e with his Grace tg ſend a 
Meſſenger to Prince Eugene to complain of- his leaving the Queen's Forces, who | 
were expos d by his marching to the Siege of Landre. Thus wouw'd He, have im- 
pos d on Mankind, whom he muſt take to be as ſtupid; às the World togk forms 
of his Friends to be, or he won d not have. attempted ſo abſurd a thing. This 
Earl and Plenipo, to ſhew) his Talent at joking on ſo merry an-occabon. as the 
Duke's Deſerting the Confederates, and abandoning them to be Maſſacred by the 
French, writes, after. the Britains had e ene of the AJ, There. are tuio of 
three. very ſowre Faces; wha ſigh; and wiſh the Hanoveriang had not, eparared.. rom, us. 
And when he was talking with Monſieur. Beau, abont the Danger the: Queen's 
Troops had been left in by Prince Eugene; the Earl, upon that a ſayings 
The Hanover Troops would have aſſiſted them had they been Attack d, Reply d, 
I would be very odd when an Elector of the Empire ſhould be a ſufficient Protection far 
Great Britain. This jeſting Earl was in a more ſerious Vein, when he told the 
ſame General, That the Queen had get made neither Peace nor Truce with Pra 
a Month after the Articles for a Truce or Ceſſation of Arms were Sign'd, p. 24; 
We haye ſeen before what this Plenipo was to venture and to undertake. ; , Ng 
Enough has been ſaid of the Renunciation. We all know enough of Dunkirky 
for waich our Confederates were deſerted, and the Confederacy broken. Het us f 
how the Ancient Amity between France and England was about to be reſtor d. JL 
lar; tells the Queen's: General, he looks upon him as an Aly: And the Duke of 
Ormond hearing: of a Deſign the Dutch had to ſurprize Furnes, or Newport, as they 
had done Fort Kj97que, gives it as his bumble Opinion, that ſome wgans hull he found 
to inform Mareſebal Villars it. . £ 9TH Rnd 26 N 143443 DL gin " = 5 
After all that We have mention'd of-the Engagements the Queen lay under to 
reſtore the whole Spaniſh Monarchy to the Houſe of Auſtria, if we had not ob- 
ferv'd that it was given to the Duke of Anjou, one ſhould wonder to hear St. Fobs 
tell Torry; That it is neither for the Intereſt of Great Britain, nor. France, bat the 
King dom of Sicily ſhould be given to the Houſe of Auſtria. What Care does he takę 
of the Intereſts, of France? As to the Intereſts of England, he knew nothing of them, 
if he thought 'twas againſt them to give Sicily to the Emperor. It would have 
ſtrengthen d him in the Mediterranean and Italy, and whatever Strength is For- 
midable chere, in oppoſition to France and Spain, is for the Engliſh Interet, he 
true Reaſon why: Sicily. muſt not be given to the Emperor was, becauſe. *twas 
promiſed; to the Duke of Savoy for coming into the Queen's Meaſures : And 
therefore does St. Fobn ſay, There is none. whoſe Intere fi the Queen iy at 
Heart as the Duke of Savoy s, He muſt by any means Fee ta come into 
all their Meaſures, and the Queen demands Sicily far, him, declaring Shexzoll nat 
deſiſt from tbis Demand. Thus it was Great Britain that parceb d. out the Dominions 
of Spain from the Houſe of Auſtria, for whom She had ſo. ſolemniy engag i. to 
recover the whole Monarchy. CCC * $51 45% 1 "22 nme hes 3 
Ihe Duke of Savoy had ſo much Honour, that he was fach d at the f fal 
the Earl of Peterborough made him, to accept of Siciißj in Conſiderations of, his 
coming into the Quten's Meaſures, That Earl wrote to the Segretary,. the 5 
J 


. 
. 
* 
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nit fo miniy impatient f the Title of King, ant loſe or hazard aun real IntexeſÞ. for. en 
empty Name. Had our Minifters had the-leaft Grain of Honeſty or Modeſty, 
they would have bluſh d at What the Earl writes further of che Duke ef Sapoy, 
He thinks it very Extraordinary, that à Prince. beaten Ten Nears: tag ether by. 01s Hnemier, 
ſould remain at laſt with tbe Frixe contended for. Our Secretatꝗ wrote to the Hen 
King, hat Care ſhou'd be taken to preteti the Duke: from be Inſults of tb lmpgria- 
Hits. We were very ag 2: e any: thing that weaken'd rhe Emperor. Tho 
Duke of Savoy himſelf isn mo;fueh Pain: Heis not on fer giving Sisi, hut 
all the Spaniſh Monarchy to him / And the Earl of Peter horoug lbs before he can. bring 
him to accept of the Crown we, wou'd take from en Auſtria. to give 
him, is foro d to repreſent to him the dreadſul C onfequences of falling out S With 

wham? 74h; bt Engliſh-Ainifters.” A Ser. of Cheb chat all the World might well 
: be afraid of them. That Sober Earl adds, he had excusd thoſe Miniſters _ 
| | | : 
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ving ſuch a Propoſition from a conquer'd Enemy. 


1 L 12 14 
den them in the Coutt of Turin, that - they wert devoted to 
Ls Every Body cou'd ſee it but our Queen and our Parliament. This Re- 
preſentation et His Royal Highneſs, that againſt his Will he comply'd 
with oar Terms of Peace, and cook the Kingdom. Our Miniſters voluntaril 
Offer d to Guaranty Sicily, which naturally would have 'engag'd us in a War 
with the Emperor; but would never hear of a Guaranty for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
cho it had been addreſsd for by both Houſes of Parliament. 
Trey pretends to be ſo well acquainted with the then Diſpoſition of our Court, 
that writing to St. Fob after the Maſſacre of the Confederates at Denain, occaſion d 
by the Deſertion of the Britiſh Forces, he ſays, he doubts not the? Queen would 
© take Pleafure in the Advantage the French King's Troops had obtain'd ” : 
For which, had he been Her Majeſty's Subject, he ought tot have been Hang'd. 
But as has been ſaid before, he thinks himſelf ſure of the Engliſh Miniſters; of 
which one cannot doubt, when in Two or Three Letters diſpatch d ſoon after 
one another, upon the Rout at Deyn, he deſires, Thar the Duke of Ormond might 
be orderd to keep Poſſeſſion of Ghent and Bruges ; to promote the Meaſures of 
* France; to put a ſtop to Count Starembergh's Projects in Catalonia; and to order 
© the Engliſh Fleet in the Streights not to moleſt the French, p. 27. All which was 
done, and mo ſooner ask'd than comply d with, tho the Peace was not concluded 
till many Months after. Fob tapas 5 = 1 
As the taking of Ghent and Bruges was one of the greateſt Services that could be 
done to the French Army, let us enquire who was the Adviſer of it. We ſhall 
ſurely find him to be ſome adventurous enterprizing Politician ; and indeed it is no 
leſs. It is the Earl of Strafford himſelf ; I am for having the Duke of Ormond march to 
Ghent, ſas be, in Two Letters to Secretary Sr. oba. He was then in the Duke's 
Army; and he adds, The Duke is himſelf very Hearty, but he bas ſome Fools about 
bim, Men not capable of giving Advice ; which he was, and the very ſame that 
Monfieur de Torcy had given before; but we were come to ſuch” a Paſs now, that 
the French and We were all one: The French, I ſay, the old inveterate Enemies 
of our Nation and Religion. St. Jobn writes to Torcy again about Sicily, and ſays, 


c Savey's declaring for US will be a deciſive Stroke, and the more neceſſary, 


< becauſe the King of Prufia's Conduct has not anſwer'd the Queen's Expecta- 
ec tions; be adds, The Queen embrac'd, with a great deal of Satisfaction, every 
«© Opportunity that offer d to do the King a Pleaſure . This was upon ſending 
Orders to the Britiſp- Admiral in the Streights, not to- moleſt the French Ships tho 
in Time of War, the General Suſpenſion of Arms not being ſign'd till many 
%%% ß 115 l 
Monſieur de Torcy having every Thing he ask'd of Mr. St. Tobn, ask d boldly, 
like a True Frenchman at laſt, and demanded the Netherlands for the Elector of 
Bavaria, and that Her Majeſkly would make it Her Glory to contribute to that EleBor's 
Good; that very Elector who was under the Ban of the Empire for his Rebellion 
againſt the Emperor in Favour of Fance; that very Elector whom She had, by 
Her Victorious General the Duke of Marlborough, driven out of the Empire for 
his Rebellion. This was too 2 , and fo much againſt all the I#rerefts of the 
Confed&ates, that St, Fobn himſelf hopes Torcy will not infilt upon it; not on Ac- 
count of theſe Intere#s, but becauſe he believ'd the Parliament then in being, as 
Bad as it was, would never agree to it, and ic might 7 hard with Him for recei- 
he Reaſon why he would 
have Monſieur de Torcy give over ſuch a Demand, was, that it might not cauſe 
Diſputes between England and France, whole ſtrict Union, and indiſſoluble Friendſbip 
were the Points in view, to which all their Meaſures bad been directed. Twas to unite 
Vs to France that the Peace was made; to unite us to Popery, Slavery, Poverty, and 
Ruin. He uſes another Argument why the Moſt Chriſtian King ſhould deſiſt 
from his Demands for his Ally, Lou are not. ſays be, to Torcy, at all Ignorant 
ee that this Negotiation was begun and carry'd on upon a Suppoſſtion, that the 
<< Queen muſt deſiſt from many Conditions, which in Rigour She was oblig d 
'& to procure for Her Allies, p. 27. Nothing can be plainer. Nou know that 


hen we begun this Treaty we conſulted to break a vaſt Number: of other Trel- 


ties and Engagements, and Sacrifice to it the Queen's Honour, and the "Intereſt of 
Her Confederates, and Her People. Very well, Mr. Secret ary! However Nute 


would not agree that Sicily ſhould go to the Duke of Savoy, but upon an expreſs 
Stipulation, that Grest- Britain would make a Separote Peace with Her, p. bid, 
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As bad as the Conditions of Peace were, in the mean time the Trench plepipo- 


Directions to their Plenipo s at Utrecht, to propoſe to the Dutch a General Suſpenſi- 
on of Arms, when they ſent over the Queen Speech; but it muſt be Fwenber 
that St. Fobs had fign'd the Suſpenſion for Englund before any ſuch Orders wete ſent, 
affecting to do every Thing ſeparately, to ſhew his particular Attachment to the French, 
The Biſhop of Briſtol, who ſeems not to be Jer very far into the Secret, tho? he 
was ready enough to enter into it as far as they would let him, repreſented to 
St. Tom, That the Allies complained mighrihy againſt our Proceedings, as the 
* unavoidable Ruin of Europe. Religion, Liberty; che Faich of Treaties, were 
*:1grg\$ro thew the Enormity of our Miniſters Actions? Nay, he ſays they are 
fo enrag d, that he was in ſome fear for his Perſon.” All the Anſwer the Secretary 
gives him is} That the © Folly of the Ditch is the Occaſion. of all. Tho they kick 
*.and:flounce" like wild Beaſts caught in à Toil, yet the Cords are too ſtrong 
E:for them to break, they will ſoon tire with ſtruggling, and when they are tir'd 
© grow tame.  Inſufferable Inſolence! Has the Dutch Nation ſuch'a. Character 
of Fools, that iſo great a Novice in Politicks, and ſo great a Rake in Morals, cou 
teach them Wiſdom ? Did not the Dutch know their Intereſts as well as Mr. 
St. Fobw?" To comfort the Biſhop , he ſays, he need not fear coming to any 
Harm, for they durſt not meddle with a Biſhop, and an Ambaſſador. This Ribal- 
dry is not the only foul Language the Durch met with. Whoever has read. the 
Earl of Strafford's Memorials would think the French King was at Utrecht again, 
inſtead of the Lord Privy- Seal of England. But it was not the Dutch only that 
he inſulted, he falls upon all the Allies, whom, he ſays, twas neceſſary to hum 
ble, and keep under ſince ſharp Handling does better with thoſe People than the | 
c beſt Won Go os oo e e 
As this Earl had laid the Blame of the Duke of Ormond's deſerting the Confe- 
derates on Prince Eugene, ſo now St. Fobn bids the Biſhop of Briſtol, lay the entire 
Blame of "a" that has happen d on the Dutch, p. 30. And this is the moſt frontleſs 
Thing thet ever I mer with, their want of Concert with Us, with whom we would 
not Concert, as they had been complaining eyer ſince they heard of theſe Nego- 
tiations. This Biſpop and his Colleague were alſo enjoyn'd to preſs the Miniſters of 
the Allies at Utrecht,” to give in Categoritul Anhyers ro the Offers of France, whi 
were ſuch as deſerv'd no Anſwers; and on their Backwardnels to do ſo unreaſo- 
nable a Thing, dur Miniſters in England accus'd them. of Obſtinacy ; Por ue 
that Obſtinacy of theirs forc'd them on à Separate Peace, the Scandal of whi 
had been avoided, had the Plenipotentiarjes of the Confederates done as thoſe. of 
Great-Britain requird them to do 3 | 1 
Whatever was the true Reaſon of St. Jobns being ſent to Fance: whether it 
was to treat of the Affair of the Pretendir in Perſon, or only to receive his Pre- 


7. ” 
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ſents, the Price of the Peace; tis certain by his Inſtructions he was impower d to 


make a Separate one; that when he went over, our Miniſters did not know the In- 
tentions of France as to ſeveral Articles relating to the particular Intereſts of Great- 
Britain; however he had full Power to conclude ſeparately, and accordingly did 
Sign a (Seperate Treaty for a Suſpenſion of Arms, which left the future Negotiations en- 
tirely at the Diſpeſition of France, and accordingly She immediately ſtarted a De- 
mand for Tournay by Her Plenipotentiaries. This caus'd a great Perplexity to our 
Plenipo's, who conceiving it to be as inconſiſtent with what the Queen had de- 
clar'd in Her Speech of the 6th of June, about the Dutch Barrier, they refuſe to 
open the Conferences at Urrecht til they knew St. Fobn's further Pleaſure. When 
the Matter was conſider'd in the Cabinet in England, it occaſion d a great Warmth, 
p. 25: Some of che Cabiaet were for making it a Part of the Dutch Barrier, but 
St. Tohm inſtead of endeavouring to have it continud as ſuch, which he confeſ- 
ſes the Queen intended in Her Speech, propoſes Expedients whereby the Town 
might be reſtor'd to France without the Queen's being a Party to a Thing which 
was contradictory to the Intention of Her Speech, and indeed to the Words of 
it. The . 8 Secretary Communicates theſe Expedients to the French one. 
Here's correſponding with an Enemy; for as yet we have no Peace: He tells 
Monſieur de Tircy how Tournay might be ſecur'd by his Maſter, contrary to the a- 
vowd Senſe of Her Majeſty in Her Peace Speech. This he does, notwithſtandin 
France had Nine Months before,” by Abbot Gualtier, given up Tournay, For this 
Advice, in Favour of the Common Enemy ſent to his Secretary, he had no Autho- 
rity ; he wrote in a Private Capacity 1 a Friend to Torq, and his „ 
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as T can find, was of his Opinion but Harley, who and himſelf, be Jays, 
had great Trouble about it in the Cabinet. The Expedient he propos d, and 


which was follow'd by France, was to lay the Blame ſtill upon the Dach; and for 
the French Plenipotentiaries to declare, That tho France did intend to treat on the 


Queen's Plan, yet the States had behav:d themſelves in ſuch a Manner, that She 


did now expect to make an Advantage of Her Succeſſes, and to be paid for Her 
Charges ſince by Tournay. This Advice did Torcy follow, and had not the States 
been Inflexible on the Head of Tourney ; and had not ſome large Conceſſions 
been made for it to the Elector of Bavaria, this ſtrong Town, and the main 
Strength of the Dutch Barrier, had been reſtor'd to France, by the Advice of the late 
Treaſurer and Secretary, p. 35. Ts 85 . 
Ihe Diſpute between the French and Dutch about the Affair of Meſnager and 
Count Rechteren was kept a- foot by the French Miniſters in Concert with tlie Engliſh, 
to give a Colour to ſuch Delays in the Negotiation as they ſhouldithink fit, P. 31. 
32, 33· The Britiſh Plenipotentiaries, P. 35. reviv d tbat Difference for Her Ma je- 
A Service, to ſtave off the Conferences. Thus did we play in every Game, 
ſmall as well as great, as if we were abandon d to all Senſe of Honeſty and Sbame. 
Theſe Miniſters of ours were ſo far from having the leaſt Compaſſion for their 
Country, which they were ruining as faſt as they cou d, that they ſported with 
our Deſtruction. One may ſee what a Delight the Earl of Straflord took in the 
Libels that were written againſt the Confederates, and the Proteſtant- Succeſſon, by his 
making uſe of the Cant in John Bull, an infamous Inve#ive, written by Swift 
againſt the Dutch, the Var, in ſhort, againſt every Thing that a good Britain ought 


to ſet any Value upon. The Dotcbh in that Libel are called Nicholas Frog; and there- 


fore, ſays this wiſe Earl, in a Letter to Prior, F we bad a Mind to bave Nick 
Frog ien with us, we might, They had no Mind to have the States conclude the 
Peace when they did. They were fond of making their Miſtreſs break her Word, 
and coming into a ſeparate One, that France might do what ſhe pleafed with the 
reſt of the Confederates, and truly ſo ſhe did; inſomuch, that St. Fobn himſelf 
was aſham'd of the Hardſhips ſhe put upon both Them and Us. For God's ſake, 
ſays he in a Letter to the ſame Prior, Hide the Nakedneſs of thy Country, aud give the 
beſt Turn thy fertile Brain will furniſh thee with, to the Blunders of thy Countrymen, who 
are not much better Politicians than the French are Poets, The Paſtſcri to this Epiſtle 
Is, I bad almoſt forgot to tell you, that the Queen is pleas'd to diſcharge the Mareſchal Tal- 
lard's Parole, which you may aſſure him, with my Compliments. The Mareſchal made 
os Boaſts in France, That he had been a main Inftrument of the Peace, and as 
uch tlie Engliſh Secretary did not fail to do him all the good Offices that lay in his 
Power. 9155 Tong 
What Uſage we met with from our New Friends the French, may be ſeen by 
their-ſending Caſſart to attack our Plantations in America after the Suſpenſion of Arms 
was ſign d. St. Fob» writes to Prior, he believ'd Caſſart was going to Braſil or Su- 
rinam ; but, ſays he, We never imagin'd our Colonies would bave been attack'd by bim; 
Me depended on the good Underſtanding which we thought eſtabliſi d. But they depended 
on a broken Reed. Caſſart took our Ships, deſtroy'd our Plantations, and the 
French never gave us the leaſt Satisfaction for ic. This Mr. Prior, Author of that ex- 
cellent Poem call'd Hans Carvel, and one of the beſt ell. Tales in Britain, had got 
himſelf into the good Graces of the French King; inſomuch, that when his Ma- 
jeſty wanted a #rufy Meſſenger to ſend to Queen Inne about ſomething he did 
not care any body but Friends ſhou'd know, who ſhou'd he chuſe for this Er- 
rand but the Queen's own Miniſter, Mr. Matthew Prior; who frankly undertakes 


to go on his Meſſage without his Miſtreſs's Leave? Thus Matt. Queen Anne's | 


Envoy to King Louis, is now King Louiss Envoy to Queen Anne: And he carries 
a Letter from the French King to her Majeſty, wherein King Louis, who about 
Five Years before ſhipt off the Pretender at Dunkirk, with an Army to invade her 
Dominions and dethrone her, now tells Queen Anne, He has a particular Regard 
for her; that he is giving her new and certain Marks of his Friendſhip for her; That he 
doubts not ſhe will intereſ# her ſelf for the Eleftor Bavaria, purely en ſake; and 
that Mr. Prior*s Conduct is very agreeable to him. Mr. Prior having done his Errand 
in England, returns with as good as he brings, a Letter to the French King, where- 


5 in Queen Anne tells King Louis, What a ſincere Pleaſure ſhe had in the l agreeable Letter 


. Mr. Prior brought ber. She alſo compliments him with the very ſame Phraſe our 
Parliaments uſed to make uſe of to her Majeſty, after ſhe had diſplac'd her moſt 
able and moſt faithful Miniſters, Nur Conſummate Wiſdom has taken rhe moſt pro- 


* 
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per Reſolmtfon. fir Peact, | The. Queen ſays farther, That the Gonfurion.of ihe From! 
A- 


415 


contineing to cqpdudt 
N10 a rely agr by Le does no mage than execute 
te Tittle the Orders anhieb I bave given Jim Hur dear Matt. ſhould he 


„ Thus if e | 
_ threaten'd to be hang d, for having render d himſelf fo apreeable the Come 
c 
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left in poſſeſſion of Fiſhery, enough to Gr the whole World, by the very 
y to 


ever they had, and as we our ſelves were to hgave. OE RES "Es 
us Mountains of Gold, by. the 


Advantages that had been obtain'd for us in Trade. We have found, that the main 


Articles however, were referr'd to be diſcuſs d after the Peace. Yet Secretary 82 


FJobn, ſpeaking of ſuch References with reſpect to the French ſays, We bave learn d 
that whatever is referr'd is given up; as were thoſe Advantages the Speech flatter d us 


with hopes of. ; * ö * . 7 
Every Body may well wonder how the late Mini ſters cou d be ſuch Fools as to 
give up the Newfoundland Fiſbery to the French. But they will wonder much more 


when they know it was parted with in Return for the Ninth Article of the Treaty 
of Commerce, vhich was firſt drawn up in England by our Seeretary,and ſent by him 
to France. The French knowing it was all for their Intereſt, greedily caught at it, 


Inſerted St. obus Article in the Treaty of Commerce, And that very Article for 
oundland Fiſhery to the French, was the 


which the late Miniſters abandon'd the Newfe 

ſame Ninth Article that their own Houſe of Commons rejected. 
One wou | 

_ reſts of England being provided for by our Agreements with France, and that we had 

deſerted our Allies in the Field, there was nothing material to be adjuſted. But 

all this while was the main Iatereſt unſettled, that of Trade. And France having 

by our Deſertion gain d her Ends in the Duke of Ormonds Campaign, 1712. 414 


not ſtick to uſe us as we deſerv'd to be us d, a Company of 
writes to our Miniſter in France, to repreſent what Conf may ariſe, if our Ne- 
gotiation appears to be ſtill open, and if the Secret comes to he divulg d, that France refuſes 
to make good in the Treaty the full Effect of former Promiſes to the Lueen. = 
So much has been ſaid, to prove that our Miniſtry all along intended a Separate 
Peace, tho they made their Miſtreſs declare it was never in her Intentions, that 


tis needleſs to ſay any thing more: Or I might obſerye, that in a Letter of the 
Secretary's to the ſame Miniſter, he writes, Tbe Plenipotentiaries of Great- Britain 
ſhall: publickly declare in the Congreſs, they are "ay to ſign with thoſe of France, whether 


the others are ready or not, and that only for the ſake. of Placentia in Newfound-. 
rench are. 


S- 


d have thought, that after what the Queen had told us, of the Intc- 


St. Fobn 


land, a Town of Note but no manner of Service to us as long as the F 
| 5 | a ufter'd, 48 
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das the French don't like, 2 


Your Friendſvip for me, by the by, does all the Buſineſs here. Again, I ſhall diredt my jelf ns. 
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fuffer d, as they are by the Treaty, to fiſh' on that Coaſt, and to dey cheir Fiſt 


there. Again, the Queen, if they then make unreaſonabis Demandi, thut is, ſuch 
1 the ſame Mehſures' engage them to contlude, or ſbæ pill 
E without hen. There is not the leaſt Seruple in the World made ef en 
epararely. © They don't boggle at the Breach of the Grand Alliance; and ſo mam 
other Treatiel which obliged us to Act in Conjunction and Communication witin 
dur Confederates, | ab he * iet = NS 1 HV EY *(5t-: I Aue! a 03 brei 
The Ffenth were ſd tender in evety Point of the Fiſhery, that our Miniſters had 


much ad to bting them to hu mour, by parting with Placentia; and they 
had alfo Tais d ſeveral Difficulties in other Parts of the Trade- Articles THis puatled Mr. 


Secretary to the laſt Degree: He had gone ſo far he could not go back; and if he 


went forward; as the French wou'd have, he muſt ſwing for it. The Talk we have had 
lately of what he deſerves, and what will become of him, is no more than he was 
afraid of in Queen Ames Time. He treated with a Halter aböut his Neck. If 
he, did not go thro' with the Treaty, he was ſure to be eruſsd up; and: if he did 
on the Terms he was like to have from France, no better Fate cou'd attend him. 
His Friend Robin was in the ſame Pickle. Torcy does ndt care for that. He hal 
done his Buſineſs by rendring us odious to the Confederac); and he will not give 
em one Arcicle that's worth the Ink and Paper it takes up. Upon which Mr. 
St. Fobn writes to Prior in great Confidence; We ſtand indeed upon the Brink of 4 
Preeipice ; but the French Hand there too. Pray tell Monſieur de Torcy from me, that 
be may get Robin and Harry HANGED ; but Affairs will ſoon run back into ſo much 
Confuſion, that be will "if ms alive again. Unleſs the Queen can talk of her Intereſts as. 
determin'd with France, and unleſs your Court will keep our: Allies in the Wrong,” as they 
are ſufficiently at thus Time, I foreſte inextvicable Difficulties; In this Letter, he tells 
Prior how he wou'd have Tircy manage and deceive the Confederacy, p. 39. and 
engages, if the Frenchman acts the Part he wou'd have him, that notwithſtanding 
all the Clamour which had been made to the contrary; notwirhſtanding the 
Folly,  Rriavery; attd Villany of ir, as Robin ſaid, he wou'd get Our Separate Peace 
ate % far, and make the Cauſe of France for once popular in England. What do'it 
thou think of: this, Honeſt Briton? Here is a Britiſh Secretary of State giving Ad- 


” — 


vice to the Common Enemy how to deceive his 'Miſtreſs's Allie, and promiſing to 
make the Cauſe of Popery and Slavery, which is the Cauſe of France, popular in 
England. In the ſame Letter, he bids Torcy to compare the Articles he had agreed 
to with the Lord Tewnſhind's Articles at the Hague. And in the next, to Prior; 
e die at once, or recover at once. Let France depart from that ſlia meful Expedient by 
which they thought to bubble ns ont of the Advantages which they had ſo ſolemuly yielded, 
and all is well, otherwiſe, by G--d , both they and we are undone, This High- Church 
Secretary is the firſt who introduc'd Curſing and Swearing into State- Diſpatches. 
Bur what ſignifies ſpeaking of a Man's Piety, whom we have'been ſo long tracing 
in ſo wicked a Buſineſs? The latter Part of this Letter is Propherick of his own 
running away. It tells us that the Meeting of the Parliament was put off from 
time to time, till they heard from France. It has a Fling againſt the French Pro- 
teſtants, and another againſt Heaven; for he ſwears again, as if he and Mall 
Chuck had been over a Punch-Bowl. HF they do not agrre, ſays he, I may perhaps be 
a Refugee: If I um, I promiſe beforehand to behave my ſelf better in France, than the 
French Refugees do here: Make the French ahm d of their ſneaking Chicane, By Hea- 
ven, they treat like Pedlars, or which is worſe, like Attorneys. vo | 

As great as St. Fob» was wich Prior, the latter did nothing without conſulting 
the Lord Treaſurer, and as he ſays, receiving his Commands, In all this French Cor 
reſpondence before the Peace, there appears no Authority for what is done, but 
Sr. Fobn s and Harley's Letters. That Things were not handled in Council, is very 
plain : Nay, that ſo ſmall an Officer as Mat. Prior did undertake to promiſe for 
the Queen. He writes to the Lord Treaſurer, that he is of Monſieur Torcy's Mind, 
where he thinks our Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht ask'd a little too much about 
Newfoundland, &c. p. 40, and adds, This I only write to your 'Lordſhip, it being a thing. 
that ſhould not be canvaſs'd in Council; and I have promis'd that the Queen Auſwer fhall 
be ſuch as the, King deſires. Thus every little Whiffer undertook to buy us and ſell 
us, without troubling the Queen in the Matter. In another Letter to the Lord 
Treafurer he ſays, Tour Friend Torcy & in the lat Concern, that the Duke of Shrew{- 
bury's Inſtructions are not fuller,” &c. Phelieve Torcy writes himſelf to ju. And in 
another Letter to the Double Earl he writes, I daily expect your lat Orders. Again, 


Je 
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our preſent Sovereign? 


ſame Opinion. The Biſhop {till boggles at Signing the Separate Peace, becau 


EG 


eu ſhallpleaſe to inſtruct me privately. By all which it 15-plain , that the Earl of 
Oxford was in the deepeſt of the Secret of the French Newfoundland Fiſhery, and 
the 9th Article of the Commerce- Treaty: Thoſe two Things being the Subject 
of Prior's Letters to him, | : r 


» 


Notice has been taken of the Uſe France made of the Diſpute between Meſna- 


ger and Count Rechteren at Utrecht to put off the Conferences till the Treaty between 


rance and England was concluded by the private Correſpondences of Oxford and 


St. Fobn with the French Miniſters, When that was near a Coneluſion, the Con- 


ferences at Utretcht were renew'd.; but the French Plenipotentionaries in Expecta- 


tion of our Separate Peace, behav'd themſelves ſo inſolently, that the Biſhop of 

Briſtol himſelf complains of them, p. 41. But inſtead of getting any Redreſs, he 

receives by the next Diſpatch brought him by Mr. George St. Fobn , the Secreta- 

ry's Brother, an Order to ſign the Separate Peace with Frange; all Difficulties being | 
3 


remov'd by the French King's yielding us the Town of - Placentia in Nexfoundlan 
in Conſideration of our yielding him the Iſland of Cape Breton, and the-Fiſhery be- 
longing to it; ſufficient of it ſelf for all the Markets in the World. Not a 


Word is ſaid in the Secretary's Diſpatches, of the leaſt Care being taken; of the In- 
tereſts of the Allies, but Proviſion is made for the Reſforatian of the Elector of 


Bavaria to his German Territories; and St. Fobn ſays, ſpeaking of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty King Georges Intereſt, as Elector of Hanover, and Arch-Treaſurer of the 


Empire, which Dignity would be affected by ſuch a Reſtoration, Her Majeſty does 


„ % * . 


not much enter into the Notion of the Degradation of Hanover, as. a Matter of any Impor- 


tance. What Friends our Court and Miniſtry were to his Electoral Highneſs, 


It muſt be ſaid for the Biſhop of Briftol „that he proceeded with ſome Caution, 
and wrote to the Secretary, it was neceſſary he ſhould do ſo, adding, 1f.you were 0 
ſee bow the French negotiate with the Allies, and how hard it is for us to obtain here bat 
to you feems impoſſible they ſhould make any Difficulty to grant, you would be of the 

| e the 
French puſb'd it ſo heartily ; and the Lord Treaſurer, who always put Pen to Paper 


when twas neceſſary to give the laſt Hand to any Important Negotiation, . was 
forc'd to write to the Lord Strafford, to diſpatch the Signing the Separate Treaty out 
of hand. His Letter is as Eloquent and Perſpicuous, as all his Works are. The 


Reaſons he gives for haſt'ning their Signing, were to ſave Charges; becauſe., 
quoth he, While this needleſs Protration laſts, we maintain 49000 Men by Land, and 
230000 within a Trifle by Sea; and the Merchants lie off, and the Faction invent Stories, 
and the Party hold out, and the Members grow into an ill Humour, by being kept. in Town 
ſo long idle, &c. Here's a Cicero and a Machiavel! He adds, Tis the prevailing and 
univerſal Opinien here, that France has acquitted her ſelf. There's Veracity-for you: 
Who wou'd not give Credit to àa Man, that writes ſuch News to the Britiſh. Pleni- 
potentiaries, to perſuade them to ſign a Separate Peace? He ſays, every living Soul 
believ'd France had done hat ſhe ought to bave done. Well, go thy way, ſay I, and 
match thee. who can. Upon his Letter, the Separate Peace is immediately ſign d, 
and the Emperor left to carry on that War by himſelf, which we begun to reco- 


ver Spain for his Houſe. And it not being enough to ſuffer the French to fiſh ac 


Newfoundland, a Clauſe was added at Utrecht to admit the Spaniards allo the Privi- 
lege of Fiſhing there, p. 43. So very careful were the late Miniſters of our Trade, 
tho' the Spaniards had no manner of Right to any ſuch Claim, as was repreſented 
by the Board of Trade, the Miniſters Creatures; and twas point-Blank againſt a 
Statute of the ro. and 1r. of King William. V | 

' Having mention'd Spain, I muſt obſerve that our Commerce Treaty with the Spa- 


niards was manag'd by one Gillingham, an Iriſh Papiſt, who correſponded with the 


Treaſurer, but his Letters about that infamous Buſineſs are ſunk. When the Treaty 
of Commerce with Spain was concluded, it was ſent to England to be ratify d ; and 
after an unuſual Manner, three New Articles added in the Ratifications, which 


explain'd away all the Advantages of the Treaty, and obligd our Merchants in 


Spain to a new Payment of 14 per Cent. whereas the Payment by the Treaty it 


ſelf was 5 per Cent. more than ever they paid in che Reign of Charles II. King of 


Spain. | i 3 
Thus we have ſhown. what a Clandeſtine, Separate, Deſtructive Peace 
the late Miniſtirs made for us, and how they gave up the Trade of the Nation in 
their Treaties of Commerce both with France and Spain. 3 
We are in the next place to obſerve, What was the Conduct of the late Mini- 
fters in the Affair of the Catalans, MY exerted themſelves more in the as of 
| | | Liber- 
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Libgity,chan any Nees upon Earth; and conſequently, muſt needs be very odie 


— — — 


der'd to offer Her Majelty's Guaranty for the Confirmation of this Agreement by 
King Charles. Her Majeſty gave him Credential Letters Sign'd by Her Self, di- 
rected to all the Nobility, Meg Per and all Officers Civil an 


ring chem co depend upon the Promiſes he ſhould make them in Her 


ame. | 
N. Aft er him the Earl of Peterboraugh, and Sir Cloudeſly Shovel, were ſent wich a 
Fleet, Army, and Inſtructions, to uſe their Endeavours to induce the Caralans #0 
Join with them in their Undertaking, and to Animate that People to proſecute their Liberty 
with Vigour. They were impower'd to aſſure them of the Nuten Support, and 40 
promiſe them in the Queen Name, that She will ſecure them a Confirmation of their 
Rights end Privileges from the King of Spain. And if theſe Invications did not do, 
che were to Attack them and force them to a Submiſſion, as may be ſeen by 
thole Inſtructions at large, and the Declaration that was publiſh'd to the ſame 
p arpoſe. Upon theſe Aſſurances, as King Charles wrote to the Queen, they took 
Arms; and how well they deferv'd to have thoſe Aſſurances made gogd to them, 
We all know. Every General and Miniſter that was ſent to Catalonia had Orders 
to renew them, and to romiſe that they ſhould never be abandon'd. Inſtead of 
-which; when the Court of Great Britain fell into Separate Meaſures, and the Lord 


#4 - 


Lexington was ſent to Spain, our Miniſters took fo little Care of the Brave Catalans, 
that there was not ſo much as a word ſaid of their Ancient Privileges, only he was 
order d to make a ſimple Repreſentation of the Obligations the Queen had to in- 
fiſt upon a Pardon for all the Spaniards that had taken Arms by her Invitation, 
and alſo for a Security for the Catalans Perſons, Eſtates, Dignities, and the Pri- 
vileges they enjoy'd before their Revolt. As looſe as the Expreſſion of this Or- 
det was, *rwas not comply'd with by the Britiſh Ambaſſador ; and the Lord Lex- 
ington only ſaid, That the Queen pray'd an Amneſty for them, as well as the other 
Spaniards. Good God! to pray the Duke of Anjou to Pardon thoſe Catalans, who, 
at our Inſtigation, had taken Arms, and by our Aſſiſtance driven him once home 
into France again. All that the Duke of Anjou will promiſe, in Anſwer to this, 
is, Marks of bis Clemency, provided the Queen will procure the Re-eftabliſhment 
of all the Hemmings who had continu'd the War for him, in ConjunRion with 
the French, to their Eſtates, Honours, Cc. After this a Memorial is preſented 
to Philip, and ſtill for an Amneffy only ; which is anſwer'd with an Account of 
the great Army of Frenchmen and Spaniards that was entring Catalonia to reduce the 
Rebels ; but however, at the Queen . Requeſt he was willing to pardon thoſe Catalans 

who, acknowledging bis Clemency, and repenting of their Error, ſhould return to his Domi- 
nion and Vaſſalage. The Noiſe the Report of the Catalans being abandon d made in 

England, put the Court on aſſuming another Tone, and the Lord Lexington had 

new Inſtructions to repreſent, That when 4 General Amneſty was er it was 

underſtood that the Privileges f the Catalans were neceſſarily included; and that this 

was an Aﬀair wherein the uten: Honour was extreamly concern d, and that ſhe as 

oblig'd by Aloti ves of Conſcience not to depart from it. So here is a Solemn and Juſt 

Declaration, That the Queen. was bound in Honour and Conſcience to procure 

the Confirmation of theſe Privileges, on the Aſſurances of which they had thrown 

off the French Joke. The Lord Lexington writes back, That the Demand of Pri- 

wileges was refus d in the molt poſitive Stile he ever met with, except when he 

propos d the Ceſſion of a Tract of Ground about Gibraltar, Thus we ſee to what 

a Wretched Condition the late Miniſters had reduc'd the Queen, from the moſt 

Glorious One that, ever Britiſh Prince was happy in. Her Demands are inſolently. 

refus'd; tho the moſt juſt ones that could be, by a King whom, a Year or Two, 

before, her Arms had beaten from one End of his Kingdoms to the other, and, 

ail ba | . | RE 
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as he own d Himſelf, nde the Croum totter un hi Had. Phitty who nad tearn'd td 

Bully of his Grandfather, and underſtood what Circumftznces our Minister. way 
in, told the Lord Lexington, When the inſiſted on the Demand for the Citulaut, We 
know the Peace is &s neceſſary for you as for ns, and that oh will nor break it off for 4 
Trifle. Our Miniſters had directed the Lord Lexington co own Philip as King of 
Spain upon his Arrival at Madrid, notwithſtanding the Peace was not coneladed 3 
and after that Step Philip doubted not but he might treat them as the French did: 
Do what he would with them, they durſt not go back. Twas at firſt reſolv'd; 
and ſo order'd, that the Lord Lexington ſhould not acknowledge Philip, tin he had 
agreed to the Queen's Demands; but leſt this ſhould give Offence to France, 
Lord Dartmouth writes thither to know the Sentiments of that Court, who are 
highly diſguſted that ſuch a Slur ſhould be put upon his Catholick Majeſty. Prior 
writes a long labour'd Epiſtle to the Lord Parimouth, full of Tores Arguments 
againſt ir, concluding thus, The whole Treaty being eventual, this Achnowledement of 
Philip as King of Spain would fall as the other Points, unleſs the Conditions were made 
good, and the Peace Agreed and Ratify'd, Upon this Si. Fobn takes the Matter to 
himſelf, ſays the Lord Dartmouth miſtook the Queens Meaning, and Lord Lexington is 
order'd to acknowledge Philip the firſt thing he does; Sr. Fobn telling Prior, that 
it was Nataral and Civil; but the Truth is, France would have it ſo, amd fo it was; 
after which the Catalans were not like to obtain much by the Interceſſion of 
Queen Anne, whoſe Acknowledgment of the Duke of Aujon to be King of Spain, 
declar'd them Rebels; and accordingly ſome of our News- Writers were directed to 
treat em as ſuch. St. John wrote to the Britiſh Pleni potentiaries at Utrecht, That 'twas 
not for the Intereſt of England, that the Catalans ſhould preſerve their Liberties ; to 
which he adds, That the Privilege to Trade to the West- Indies was much more 
valuable than all their Ancient Privileges, if they intended to live in due Subjection 
to Authority. This Matter was carry'd againſt thoſe Poor People to ſuch a Height, 
that the Britiſh Miniſter at Madrid, who had à little while before pleaded for 
them, now repreſents to the Spaniſh Miniſters, the Neceſſity of their drawing 
their Army from the Frontiers of Portugal, in order to end the Rebellion of the Ca- 
ealans. | 

It is no Secret, that the Evacuation of Catalonia was forc'd upon the Emperor 
by us. When the Convention for it was made, the Imperial Mini ſters inſiſted up- 


on preſerving the Privileges of the Catalans by it; but all they could obtain was, 


a Promiſe that Queen Anne would interpoſe Her good Offices, in the moſt effeFual man- 
ner, to obtain the Privileges of the Catalans, &c. The Queen had declar'd Her 
Self before bound in Honour and Conſcience to do it. The Treaty with Spain 
went forward, was at laſt Sign'd, and the Privileges of the Catalans abandon'd + 
the Lord Lexington contenting himſelf with Proteſting againſt it. True, after he 
had, according to his Powers and Inſtructions, Sign'd that Treaty, a Memorial 
was ſent him from England, which our Miniſters muſt know wou'd come too late, 
And yet they have the Faces to ſay in it, beſides the Honour and Conſcience be- 
fore mention'd, and her Majeſty's leaving the Catalans in a worſe Condition than 
ſhe found them, She hopes that after all the Pains ſhe bas taken for procuring a ſolid and 
laſting Peace to Europe, the King of Spain will not leave ber with the Grief of baving 
been the occaſion of the loſs of the Privileges of that People. There the whole Truth' 
comes out; the Anſwer to which was, The King does not ſee that any thing is to be 
done in the matter. The Lord Dartmouth, in a Letter to the Lord Lexington tells 
him, the Secretary St. Fobn had the principal ſhare in the Negotiation. He, good 
Man, has a Hand in every thing that brought Ruin and Infamy upon us. Soon 
after the Treaty with Spain was'Sign'd, Philip who had ſeen how far we were 
carry'd by Honour and Conſcience, makes bold to deſire the Lord Lexington to or- 
der the Queen Ships to block up Barcelona. His Lordſhip replies, That he was 
afraid Her Majeſty would think ſhe bad done enough to gratify the King, in not inſiſting. 
upon the preſerving for the Catalans their Ancient Liberties. But how Sir James Wiſhart” 
was order'd to diſturb the Catalan by Sea afrerwards, will appear by and by. 
The Lord Lexington, the Day before” he left Madrid, at the ſpecial Requeſt of 
Philip himſelf, wrote a Letter which that Prince firſt approv'd of, and ſent it to 
the Regency of Barcelona, adviſing them to ſubmit themſelves to their King: And 
there is one Expreſſion in this Letter which ſhews, what Uſe ſome Stateſmen are 
apt to make of the Sacred Name of the Almighty, God has not permitted me to do 
more than ] have done, This was not all, the late Miniſters ſuffer'd one Sir Patrick 
* ä ; Ee Lanwleſs; 
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Lawl:ſs, who had been the Pretender's Envoy to Philip, to come to the Court of 
England, and preſent Memorials againſt the diſtreſs'd Catalan. 
When Wiſhart went into the Streights , he was inſtructed to uſe all © Neceſſary 

© Meaſures to put an End to the Confuſions of Catalonia, and actually to attack 
© the Majorcans to reduce them to a due Obedience. Theſe very Msejorcans 
who were invited to declare for King Charles the IIId, by ſtrong and repeated Al- 
ſurances given them of Support from England, in the Declaration put forth when 
the Earl of Peterborough, and Sir Cloudeſly Showel arrivd on the Coaſts of Spain. 
There goes Honour and Conſcience again. The French King, but as for his 
Conſcience and Honour, I don't think "twill bear Remark, had promis'd, as well 
as our Queen, when the Cen vention for evacuating Catalonia was concluded, to 
do his utmoſt to procure the Antient Privileges of the Catalans; inſtead of which 
he ſends the Duke of Berwick with a French Army to conquer and deſtroy them, 
as he did in a moſt deplorable Manner. F : | 
The Secretary writes to Prior, That © they never took the leaſt Notice of the Ca- 

* talan Agent; and that he believ'd a reaſonable Accommodation might be made 
* with that Turbulent People ”. A reaſonable Accommodation with him was little 
better than ſurrendring at Diſcretion ; and he calls them Turbulent on Account of their 
Anſwer to the Duke of Popoli's Summons, That they would rather Die than be Slaves. 
This Bravery, in an abandon'd People,” could not but produce the moſt generous 
Sentiments in a Brztih Houſe of Peers; and notwithſtanding the Treaſurer had 
loaded them with a Dozen at once, all Enemies of ſuch Sort of Turbulency, as 
well as St. Fobn, they voted an Addreſs to Her Majeſty, to © Interpoſe in the 
* moſt preſſing Manner, that the Catalan: may have the full Enjoyment of their 
cc Juſt and Ancient Privileges continu'd to them“. It was the Cuſtom of the 
late Miniſters, to turn all the Blame of their Conduct on thoſe very Perſons who 
were injur'd by it, as we have ſhewn in more Inſtances than one; and the An- 
ſwer to this Addreſs is, At the Time I concluded my Peace with Spain, I re- 
c folv'd to uſe my Interpoſition upon every Occaſion, for obtaining thoſe Pri- 
* vileges, and to prevent, if poſſible, the Misfortunes to which that People are 
* expos'd, by the Conduct of thoſe more nearly concern'd to Help them ” ; 
meaning the Emperor, who had been fore'd by Our Conduct, much againſt His 
Will, to wichdraw his Army from Catalonia, Nothing was done for thoſe Gal- 
lant Men but an Iatimation from Sr. Fobn to Wiſhart , That he ſhould not ap- 
pear before Barcelona, nor attack the Majorcans, unleſs Lord Bingley , who never. 
went to Spain, ſent him further Orders : This Lord Bingley, nam'd Ambaſſador to 
Spain, had allo ſome formal Inſtructions to make new Demands, which they 
all knew would not be granted, had he come in time, in favour of the Catalan 

Privileges. | | 

Tis | pleaſant to ſee with what Frankneſs Wiſhart wrote to the Lord Bingley , 
whom he thought to be at Madrid, to ſollicite for-ſor: 2 Money for him at the 
Court of Madrid, towards defraying the great Expence of his Voyage: He begs. 
it in almoſt every Letter; and King Philip was ſurely very well ſatisfy'd with the 
Diſpoſition of an Admiral who ask'd Money of Him, the firſt Thing he did upon 
his arrival on the Coaſt of Spain. When he arriv'd in the Streights he ſent a 
chreatning Letter to the Regency of Barcelona, that to fall on them, if they 
would not make Satisfaction for Injuries they had never done: The Pretence 
was, their Privateers taking Engliſh Ships; whereas in Truth, they had never 
brought but One Eugliſb Ship into that Port, which was laden with Salt, and 
they paid for it more than the Maſter could have made in any other Port in the 
Mediterranean, Now tho' Salt was as neceſſary as Bread for a Town, at that Time 
ſtreightly Beſſeg d by that cruel General the Mareſchal de Berwick ; yet did Vi 
art threaten to intimidate them ſtill further in their Diſtreſſes, which had rais d 
the Compaſſion of all Chriſtian Nations, Proteſtant or Papiſt, but the French. 
and Spaniards, People as inſenſible of Pity, as the moſt barbarous Pagans. The, 
Letter the Regency wrote to him while the Bombs were blazing about their Ears, 
and above half their Cicy lay in Aſhes, is enough to melt the Heart of the moſt 
Obdurate Highlander ; yet did this Scots Admiral, inſtead of ſpeaking a Word for. 
them to Spaniards or French to ſuſpend their Butcheries, till their Affair was de- 
 termin'd at Baden, ſend away Three ſtout Men of War to aſſiſt the Spaniards in 
conveying Home their Flota ; Philip himſelf not being able to ſpare any from be- 
fore Barcelona, Thus IViſhart did in Effect aſſiſt him with Three Men of War, 
| unich 


| Which otherwiſe he muſt have detach'd from his own Fleet, then blocking up 
that City. At laſt when thoſe Miſerable People ſaw there was no Hope from 
England, from whom every Thing they hop, was a Debt, They hung up at 
© the High Altar the Queen's ſolemn Declaration to protect them; underwent 


[51] 


.* the urmoſt Miſeries of a Siege; during which, what Multitudes periſh'd by 
„ Famine and Sword; how many nave ſince been executed; and how many 
Perſons of Figure are {till diſpers d about the Spaniſh Dominions in Dungeons, 
e is too well known to need any Relation“. Let it only be rememberd, what 
Engagements we lay under to fave them from Deſtruction ; how they were de- 
ſtroy'd, and by whoſe Means, that the Treaſon may receive its Reward ; to ju- 


ſtify che Honour of the Nation in general, who ought not to ha; this Guilt im- 


puted to them, as has been made appear in the preceeding Pages. 5 
I have heard ſome People affect to be very much diſappointed, that they meet 
with no more Proofs in the Report, of the Correſpondence the late Miniſters had 
wich the French in Favour of the Pretender; but they had been greater Fools than 
they were, if they had left more Footſteps of ſuch Treaſon; and there ſeems to 
be a ſort of Infateation upon them, that they left ſo many as they did. It appears 
that Abbot Gualtier manag'd the Pretender's Affairs in perſonal Conferences, never 
truſted to Paper; cho a Writing was found in St. Fobn's Cloſer, dated ar Verſailles, 
wherein he is treated as Prince of Wales ; and an Article for him is promis'd to be 
inſerced in the Treaty of Peace. | it | | 


, 


What our Miniſters were doing for him was very well known Abroad; Mon- 
ſieor Consbruck, one of the Imperial Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, told the Biſhop of 
EBriſtol, 'That one great End of our Miniſters managing themſelves as they did, was to bring 
in the Pretender: And one of the Miniſters of the States conſeſs'd, That the True 
Rea ſon why they oppos d the Meaſures of Peace ſo much, was an Apprebenſion that they bad 
ſuch a Deſign, p. 52. It was with much ado that choſe Miniſters were brought to 
have him remov'd ar all out of France, and when he was remov'd, *twas no far- 
ther than Lorain, where he was rather more dangerous to England than before. 
The Parliamenc heard of his Refiding there wich Indignation, and addreſsd the 
Queen to inſiſt upon his being remov'd from Lorain. Her Majeſty's Anſwer, That 
She would repeat Her Inſtances, was the Occaſion of another Addreſs from the 
Houſe of Lords, but all to no Purpoſe; and indeed the late Miniſters were ſo 
far from being againſt his reſiding in Lorain, that twas by their Direction and 
Appointment. Prior writes to the Secretary, That “the Court of France hope 
© we ſbould have Intereſt enough wich the Emperor to obtain ſuch Paſſports 
from him, as may ſecure the Chevalier's Perſon in his Journey to, and Reſi- 
© dence in Lorain”. He wrote to the ſame Effect to the Lord Treaſurer, and 
ſays, The Monarch is a good deal troubl'd upon this Head, left the Young 
Man ſhould fall into the Hands of the Hafſars or Barbarians” : By Barbarians, 
He means the Dutch, or other Troops of the Allies; He adds, Monſieur D' Au- 
mont, Has Orders to ſpeak to our Miniſtry «pon it; to ſpeak for an attainted Outlaw, 
the very mention of whom was the moſt Inſufferable Infolence in D' Aumont ; 
and to treat about him, ſomething a great deal Worſe in our Miniſters. Torcy de- 
ſites St. Fotn to explain himſelf. to Gualtier, whither they ſhall ſend him, F be did 
not think it proper to write himſelf. St. Fobn writes to Torcy, The Abbot Gualtier will 
writeto you upon the Subject of the Chevalier; and thus it paſs'd, whenever the Preten- 
dier was in Queſtion ; by which Means ſo much of that Treaſonable Correſpon- 
dence is loſt, W | FFF 
The Chevalier's pretended Mother being attainted, as well as himſelf, the 
Crime of correſponding with Her is the ſame for which Aſhton and others were 
Executed. Mr. Prior was ſenſible of it, and he expreſſes himſelf very wittily 
upon it to the Treaſurer, As to the Dowry, I ſhall not only be dunn'd to Death, 
but Hang d“. Theſe Men were much better Prophets than Politiciann. The 
„ Dowager ſends Meſſengers to me, which you in England do not think it ex- 
© treamly Lawful to receive. The Penalty of it is indeed, as be ſays, a Hal- 
ter; but the Envoy and the Treaſurer could at that Time be Merry over one. He 
then ſolicites for the Pretended Mother of the Chevalier, Pray let the Dowry 
c be paid in an Handſome Manner, that may ſhew the Charity of the Queen, 
« and the Generoſity of Her Lord Treaſurer, if it be done at all. 'Notwich- 
ſtanding the Attainder of the Chevalier, our Mini fters ſent him the Queen's Paſs- 
ports, p. 53. And in a Letter ſent to France by the Duke of Lorain, it is Af. 
en | 4 G _ | ſerted 


5 

ſerted, That the Queen of Great- Britain had granted Her Protection to the Preten- 
der, p. 54. i | | | ; 

10 By Fohn wrote to Prior to ſpeak to the Duke of Lorain's Miniſter at Paris, 
about his giving Offence to the Queen and Nation by entertaining the Chevalier; 
it muſt be obſerved, that he did not write a Word about it till four Months after 
the Addreſſes of Parliament for the Queen to repeat ber Inſtances with the Duke of 
Lorain for his Removal; and four Days after he wrote thus to Prior, to preſs 
him to do his utmoſt to procure Satisfaction for the Duke of Lorain at the French 
Court in ſeveral Points wherein his Intereſts were concern'd, cloſing all with 
_ theſe Expreſſions, You are enough appriz'd of his Wants, and of her Majeſty's 
© earneſt Deſire, if by any means ſhe can, to contribute to the Eaſe and Advan- 
«tage of a Prince, who deſerves much better Uſage than he has on many Oc- 
* calions met with. What cou'd he deſerve of us for keeping a Perſon in his 
Dominions, who, with the French King's Money, kept about him a Company of 
Traytors, Aſſaſſins, avow'd Enemies to our Conſtitution, himſelf the Head of them 
all, a Pretender to the Queen's Crown, and a Harbourer of all ſuch as fled their 
Country for Treaſon, whom he encouraged to continue their treaſonable Practi- 
ces, by correſponding with, and animating a Traiterous Faction in England? 
This is the Man the Duke of Lorain receives into his Boſom, in Oppoſition to 
the Addreſſes of Parliament, their high Reſentment, and the Queen's repeated In- 
ſtances, And this is the Duke, whoſe Intereſt Sr. John has more at heart than 
thoſe of his Queen and Gountry. What he wou'd have done with Dunkirk, if he 


cou'd have prvented irs being demoliſu d, one may gueſs by the Uſe ic was put to, 


when the Pretender mer a Fleet and Army there to invade Scotland: It lay ready 
at hand to tranſport him thence to Britain, whenever the French King, at the Ex- 
- pence of his Minion's Head, was diſpos'd to give us any Trouble about him. 
Torcy, who doubtleſs knew our Secretary's Sentiments by means of Abbot Gualtier, 
tells his dear Friend Sr. Fobn, It may come to paſs, for Reaſons eaſily to be fore- 
© ſeen, that br ay ſhall repent having demanded the Demolition of a Place, 
© and the Deſtruction of a Harbour, which might be of great Uſe in Conjun- 
« ures which are not FRY remote. By his Reaſons eaſily to e ee he can 
mean nothing elſe but its Convenience for Embarking the Pretender for a Second 
Invaſion with a Popiſh French Army. By England, who wou'd repent its Demolition, 
he intends the Facobites and their Abettors. The great Uſe ro be made of it, was for 
the Rendezvouz of that Army, and a Fleet to bring him over: And the Copjun- 
tures which are not very remote, was St. Fobn's Plot to bring him in as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible. Torcy durſt not have ſaid this, if he had not known the very Soul of him; 
and I defy any Mortal alive, to put any other reaſonable Conſtruction on Eng- 
land's repent ing that Dunkirk was demoliſh'd , and the good Uſe tba might be made of 
it with reſpect to any Britons but the Facobites. The Pretender himſelf has put 
this Plot out of all Doubt, by the Declaration he publiſh'd upon the Demiſe of the 
Queen. Which Declaration he gave to the Duke of Lorain to diſperſe for him: 
That very Duke who had deſerved ſuch mighty Things of St. John, Prior, &c. 
He there takes upon him to fpeak of her late Majeſty, ** Of whoſe good Affecti- 
© ons towards us, ſa3s be, we could nor, for ſome Time paſt, doubt; and this was 
* the Reaſon we then fat ſtill, expecting the good Effects thereof, which were 
% unfortunately prevented by her deplorable Death”. The Duke of Lorain 
owns this to be the Pretender's Genuine Declaration, in his Letter of the 6th of 
December, 1714. For ſome Time paſt, that is very plainly from the Time that ſhe 
chang'd her Miniſtry, and took in my Dear and my Beſt Friends; ſuch as the Se- 
eretary, the Plenipo, the W — re, the B----p, &c. He was waiting to be called over, 
expecting the good Effects of their Miniſtry, which, as we all know, was prevented 
by his Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to the Throne. For how cou'd the Pretender 
look on the Queen's Death to be a deplorable Thing for him, unleſs he did expect 
thac her Miniſters wou'd have landed him at Dover, or at Whitehall, when they 
pleas'd ? And thoſe Conjunctures drew nearer, which were not very remote, as Tor- 
cy aſſures us. And indeed, by the Modelling the Army and Fleet, putting in Pa- 
piſts, Iriſhmen, and Highlanders, one cannot doubt but that the Conjuncture for ma- 
king Ule of Dunkirk was near at hand. Se | 
I had heard much of the Treaſurer's Letter to the Queen a Month or two be- 
fore he was turn'd out; and now it is made publick, with his rare Account of the 
State of Affairs. I ſhall obſerve two or three extraordinary Paſſages, and refer the 
5 5 | Reader 


a 
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Reader for the reſt to the Report, When a Man is impeach/d for High-Treaſen, it iz 


not much to the Purpoſe to take notice of his Language. Any Style is good enough 
for a late Speech, but I cannot help repeating one Paragraph of his Elegant Epiſtle 
to che een... Es. „„ A Gare 
Do with me what you pleaſe, place me either as a Figure or a Cypher, diſplace me or re- 
place me, you ſhall ever find me, &c, And then follows his Hiſtory. of himſelf, at 
the Time that he found his Heels were like to be tript up by St Fobn, and thoſe 
who had got the ſtart of him in the Pretender's Favour, 5 

He begins with telling us, How he was put into the Treaſury, a Place he was 
no more fit for, on Account either of his Experience or Induſtiy, than to be Lord 


High- Admiral. The Man indeed is not what he has been taken for with Reſpe& 


to his Merit, but exactly the ſame with Reſpect to his Morals. How every thin 
went to Wreck while he had the Staff in that Office, is too well known to*nee 
any Remark ; and had he not been. put in to ſerve the worſt of Turns, they 
wou'd have thought of a Mitre for him, as ſoon as a 1 Well, he's got 
in; and the firſt Thing he tells us, is, That the Bank refus d to lend the Lord Godol- 


phin 100000 J. on very good Security. Here he is a Tricking. What was that Secu- 


rity? And why did they refuſe ? Does he not know full well, that it was only be. 
cauſe they were told of a Change, and were afraid of Affairs coming into his Hand: 
If her Majeſty would only have kept the Lord Gedolphin in, the Bank wou'd 


have lent him a Million upon his Note, at the ſame Time that they wou'd not 


have taken his Succeſſor's Note for a Thouſand Pound: Aud I will venture the Truth 
of all IJ have aſſerted, on this Iſſue. He then informs us, That he no ſooner 
came in, but he made the greateſt Remittance for the Army that ever was known. His 
Remitters can tell that beſt. Be it as it will, they were ſoon weary of him; and 
all of 'em that did not break, wou'd have nothing to do with him. As to the 
South-Sea Project, which he values himſelf ſo much upon, it was a- foot long be- 
fore it enter'd into the Thoughts of any one, that ſuch a one as he wou'd be put 
into the Treaſury, The 6 per Cent. Intereſt for the Nine Million Debts, was an Old 
Scheme; and what he added to it, let him have the Honour'of the Name and the 
| Trade to the South-Sea yet, for Chriſtning it only. His Accomplices demanded no 
leſs than 1000007. and were very angry, as he himſelf owns, that the Nation was 
not cheated of ſo much to put into their Pockets, p. 56. ao 


And they wou'd be plundering again in the Buſineſs of 9 where Hill and 


Walker were ſent to betray the poor People of New England, and North America. 
The ſame Perſons that wou'd have peculated oοοοο.. for the Sourh-Sea Trade, had 
actually 280367. for the unhappy Expedition to Canada: And the Treaſurer 


Hr names theſe Perſons, St. Fobn and Moore, , who, he ſays, cheated the Publick of 
above 200001. This Expedition to Canada he loads poor St. Fobn with alſo, as if 


he had not enough to anſwer for, beſides a Pittance of 20000 l. and the Loſs of 


xo00 Lives, and 8 or 10 Ships. 0 x | 
The Treaſurer in his Paper, ſays, one Thing, which I am fatisfy'd all Parties 
will agree to be the trueft Words he ever ſpoke in his Life; which is, that in 


1711, The Queen conferr d undeſery'd Honours on Robert Harley. Nay, he ſpeaks 


Truth again; for mentioning his being made Lord Treaſurer, he ſays, 'twas a Poſt 


z 


much above Harley's Abilities to ſtruggle with. But then he ſpoils all by the very 
next Words, and relapſes into his old way of Talking, for he proteſts be bad no- 


thing in the World but Integrity to recommend bim. I know very well that this ſame 


Harley is not in earneſt when he ſpeaks of his Demerits and Abilities, but then he. 


3s no more in earneſt when he talks of his Integrity. So we muſt put it one againſt 
another. 1 „%%% 15 | oY 

L don't think that it is worth while to inſiſt on what St. John and Moor ſaid, 
about cheating the Publick of 20000 J. That no Government was worth ſerving, that 
h not let them make thoſe Advantages ; that wou'd not let them get ſuch Fobs ; tho' 


the Chancellor told the Treaſurer they ſaid ſo in plain Terms. It had been a 


happy Thing for theſe Nations, had choſe Two Managers got. Fobs worth Mibjons, 
if we had been ſavd in the Treaties.of Peace and Commerce, The Treaſurer owns, 
that the 20000 J, cheating Job, had been examin'd in Parliament, but he wou'd not 
let it; that his Hands were full of Negotiating the Peace; and to ſhew what an ex- 
cellent Obſerver of Men and Things he is, he tells us he met with great Diffi- 


culties from the Practices of Prince Eugene, in which the Emperor concurr d. Theſe 


Difficulties obliged her Majeſty to make ſome new Peers; he does not ſay a Dozen, 


becauſe he would then have told the erranteſt Untruth that had ever been 9 by 
a | 0 | an, 
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Agreement. 


1 
Man, in ſaying, ſhe took a Method which had been uſed before. If he can, out of his 
H:|torics find one, Inſtance, that ever Half a Dozen of Peers were made in 24 
Hours to ſerve a Turn, then he ſhall have my Word to get him back to Bramp- 
ton Brian, and ſpend the reſt of his Days as Mareſchal Biron bid his Son, in ſa. 
ting of Cabbages. He therefore minces the Matter, and only talks of ſome Peers. 
Do ye mind how he is rricking again? If Three Peers are ſome Peers, good Mr. 
Robert, What are Twelve, according to your Logick ? I ſhall not crouble my ſelf 
wich the Quarrels and Caterwaulings between Himſelf, St. John, Mrs. Maſham, and 
others, P. 57. no farther, than obſerve, what an ungrateful Creature the Secretary 
was, to vent his Rage againſt the Queen for not making a Lord of him, when 


he would have had her, as che Treaſurer informs us in the ſame Page; and how 


mad he was that he had not a Garter in the laſt Reign. It will be his own Fault if 
he has not one in this. In the very ſame Page, the Treaſurer brags, that all che 
Merit of the late ſeparate Peace belongs ro him. During the whole Negotiation, the 
Treaſurer was obliged by bis own Hand, and his own Charge, to correſpond in all the Courts 
concerned in the Negotiation ; and very often be had the good Luck to ſet Right ſeveral 


Miſtakes, and to obtain ſome Things very little æpected. I ho he is the moſt my fterious 


Man alive, yet I never thought he could drive his ayfery fo far. What god 
Things did we get by the laſt Peace, which we ought to have very lictle expected? 
Some bad Ones we did get, as has been fi.fficiently prov'd already: But thoſe un- 
expected Bleſſings are not yet diſcern d. He adds, The only Merit of all this belongs 
to Her Ma jeſty, the Credit of whoſe Favour brought it about, and gave Power 10 the Trea- 
ſurer to att with Sucteſi, in obtaining thoſe wonderful Advantages for us by the 
Peace. This is the Man who has ſo much Integrity, and ſo little Capacity. 
Ihe next important Affair he. acquaints us with is, that the Lords of the Ca- 
binet, who us d to meet at his Houſe on Th«r/days met afrerwards on Saturdays at 
the fame Place. This is very edifying : In their Cabals, among other Things 
was propos d to attack firmer Offenders about the Thirty-five Millicns which he cramd 
into the Votes, and the Peculations he foilted into his Patent. He ſays was to quiet 
the Minds of the Church Party. He aſſutes the Queen, that the Cemmerce- Bill was 
not loſt becauſe it was ruinous to the Kingdom, but becauſe ſome Gentlemen fear'd 
their Electiens; and that he immediately after got in with Sir Thomas Hanmer, about 
mortgaging the Civil Liſt Revenue to raiſe Money to pay the Civil Lift Debes 
with Tin Tallizs. That was well thought of. And he tells us it made nalecontented 
Minds in both Houſes, If by Malecontents he means the Friends to the Preteſtant- 
Succeſſion, as tis very probable he does, I muſt tell him, that tho' they expected a 
ood Part of the borrowed Money would go towards Election, and tho' they do 
believe that it went ſo accordingly, yet they were extremely well pleas'd ro fee 
how he blunder d in the Management of the Matter, and made the Fraud appear 
ſo barefac'd as it did: How well St. Jobn was diſpos'd to fervs the Pretender, one 
may ſee by the Treaſurer's be ing forc'd to write him a Letter to put him in Mind 
of the Addteſſes of both Houſes relating to him, which had no more effect on 
him than the Treaſurer deſir'd. As for the 12000 l. he receiv'd for the ſpecial Ser- 
wices of tbe War, and apply'd to his Private Uſe, P. 59, 93, 94. What need one 
do any thing more chan mention it? Every Thing of that kind is very credible, 
and I cannot think there is a Man in Britain who is able to judge of the Treaſu- 


rer and his Conduct, that imagines Twelve times Twelve Thouſand Pounds did 


his Buſineſs. This Sum, tallies ſo exactly with his ſome Peers, that if one had 
a Mind to Punn, one might value them to him at rooo!. per Head, which is ſome 
Money. Ir is impoflible to read any Writing of this Gentleman's and not be 
merry. One may.ſay of him as was faid of Sir Anthony Crabiree, that he makes 
every melancholy Man merry, and every Merry Man melancholy ; for that is his 
true Character. 28 e . | - 

Having had occafion frequently to mention the famous Speech made the 6h 
of Fune, containing the Aricles' of Peace which were promis d to be commu- 
nicated to the Parliament; | beg leave to fer ſome Paſſages of Letters, Me- 
morials, &c. over againſt them, that the Reader may himſelf judge of their 
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In the* Speech containing the Mr. Secretary St. John's Letter 
Terms of Peaae, made the 0 Man ſieur Torcy, the 6th of 


Sth of June, 1712. June. 
Am mow come to let ou knw «pon © PHO! the King of France has 
what Terms 4 general Peace mi be r 1 not anſwerd the Queen's 


. 5 cc Demands according to Expectation | 
ee the Queen will not defer going this 
Day to Parliament, Sr. 

| iin ERIE EGH 


Toe Difficulties bad been increas d by the The Miniſters reesiv'd büt the 
Ob ſeructiont, artfully contriv d to hinder this - ©© very Day before, an Account, That 
Great and Good Work. King Philip had conſented to the 

. © Renunciation, for Which only this 


* 


E cSpeech had been deferr d. 
; . | e HIST ISL SS at +: | 
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1 have not omitted any Thing which © Secretary St. John writes to Tore 
might procure to all our Allies what is due to © the ſame Day, That our Plenipotentia- 
them by Treatles, and what is neceſſary for ries had Inſtruttions to joyn openly with thoſe - 
their Security, ef France, and give Law to the Confede- 

| | rates. 8 Ty 


; 
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IV. ro 


Nothing has mov'd me from ſteadily pur- _© A Forcnight before this, the 24:hi 
ſuing in the firſt Place the true Intereſt of my © of May, the ſame Secretary writes 
own Kingdom. | 1 * to Monſieur de Torcy , That the Queen 

| bad been much more Intent upon the General 
Peace, than any particular Advantages 4 © 
and that Commiſſaries ſhould afterwards 


24 ſettle the Point of Trade. 
V. 1 \ | KY, L 4 * V. 


To prevent the Union of the Two Crowns, © Monſieur de Torcy writes to Secte- 
I wou'd not be content with what was Specu- tary St. Fohn, To accept of the Expedient 
lative, but inſiſted upon ſomething Solid. propos d, is to build on a Sandy Foundation. 


VI. | VI. 


The Nature of the Propoſal for a Renun- * Torcy to St. John again, This Renun- 
ciation is ſuch, that it executes it ſelf ; and ciation will be null and void by the Funda- 
France and Spain are more effttualty di. mental Laws of France; and they will de. 
wided by it than ever. | ceeive themſelves who accept of it as an Expe- 

C dient to prevent the Union of the Two Crowns, 


> 


What is ſaid of Settling our Trade of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, the Commerce 
to the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, is all of a Piece, or rather worſe in the Compariſon 
with the Fact; and as one cannot queſtion, but this Speech was entirely the Work 
of the Treaſurer, Secretary, &c. ſo are they only anſwerable for all the Miſtakes 
in it, whether Voluntary or Involuntary, with 8 to the Speaker. The ſame is 

| to 


* * 
— 
* 


0 3 
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to be ſaid of their putting into the Firſt Speech about the Peace, © That the 


© States General had readily concurr'd to open the Tres ty of a. General Peace, 
* and expreſsd a Confidence in Her Majeſty” ; which Concurrence was only 
ſhewn by the fronge## Repreſentations againſt Meſnager's- Propoſals ; and their ſend- 
ing over Mr. Buys, on Purpoſe to prevent the Opening 4 Treaty on that- Scheme, as 
was done. How they were threatend and bully'd into a Complyance ; has 
been ſeen in the preceeding Pages. It was the ſame Miniſter or Miniſters that 
ut into the ſame noch a Promiſe , That Her Majeſty © would unite with the 
© Allies in the ſtricteſt Engagements for continuing the Alliance“; and again, 
© That Care ſhould be taken of all the Allies, and Her Majeſty would joyn with 
© them in the ſtricteſt Union”: Again, My Plenipotentiaries have begun, 
c jn purſuance to their Inſtructions, to Concert the moſt proper Ways of pro- 
ce curing a juſt Satisfaction to all in Alliance with Me, according to their Trea- + 
ce ties, and ee with Relation to Spain and the dies” : Again, I 
«© ſhould be ſorry any One could think I would not do My utmoſt to re- 
© cover Spain and the Indies from the Houſe of Bourbon. We have ſhewn, 
That Mr. Prior's fir ft Inſtructiont were to get full Powers from King Philip, as King 
of Spain ; and I ſuppoſe there is no Body by this Time who wants to be infor- 
med, that there is not one Step of this Negotiation of Peace, but what was 


| Clandeſtine and Separate, with Reſpect to England and France; yet did the late 


Miniſters inſert in a Speech from the Throne, The World will now ſee how 
c Groundleſs thoſe Reports are which have been ſpread Abroad by Men of 
« Evil Intentions, to ſerve the worſt Deſigns, as if a Separate Peace had been 
$0 — for which there has not been the leaſt Colour given: Witneſs theſe 
Preſents. | $I ; ; 
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